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FCC issues changes in 
Amateur Radio rules 


In response to three petitions for rulemaking, the FCC 


has adopted changes to the Amateur Service rules that—among 
other changes—will make it easier to obtain 1x1 call signs for 
special event stations and harder to get a club station license. 
Other amendments to the rules included in a Report and Order 
released April 1, 1997, will allow hams to append special des- 
ignators either before or after their call signs—or both, and 
will recognize, but not require, the use of a session manager at 
Volunteer Examiner testing sessions. 


The FCC declined to give examination credit for for- 
merly held licenses, and turned down an ARRL request for a 
lifetime operator’s license. 

Under the new amendments, the FCC will allow a lic- 
ensee to substitute a self-selected call sign from the block of 
1x1 call signs for temporary use during a special event opera- 
tion. The station must announce its regularly assigned call 
sign at least once an hour. The special event call signs will be 
coordinated and issued by outside volunteer entities, not by 
the FCC. The Commission will announce later when and how 
volunteer entities may volunteer their services. The chief of 
the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau then would certify 
volunteer entities to serve as amateur station special event call 
sign coordinators, who would issue 1x1 calls from a common, 
online special event call sign database. By definition, a 1x1 
call sign consists of a single prefix letter, K, N or W; the re- 
gion number, 0 to 9; and a single suffix letter, A to W, Y and 
Z—1750 call signs in all. The FCC turned down a suggestion 
that would have limited special event call signs to stations li- 
censed to Amateur Extra class operators. 


In proposing to increase the eligibility requirements for 
a club station license, the FCC said it was *’important to deter- 
mine that the applicant for a club station license is a legitimate 
radio club and not just a person seeking to acquire additional 
call signs.’’ Under the rules changes, the FCC has raised the 
eligibility requirement from at least two members to a mini- 
mum of four. Applicants for a club station license must have a 
club name, a document of organization, management, and a 
primary ham radio purpose that’s consistent with FCC rules. 

Responding to a petition by the National Conference of 
Volunteer-Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC), the FCC said 
VECs could elect to designate a session manager if they wanted 
to, but they would not be required to do so. The Commission’s 
new rules recognize the VE session manager function but 
emphasize that the three Volunteer Examiners at a test session 
would still be held ‘’jointly and severally responsible for the 
proper conduct of each examination administered.’’ 

Another change will allow hams to include a self-as- 
signed indicator before, after or both before and after the as- 
signed callsign when identifying. Current rules only permit 
using such indicators after the station’s regular call sign. Self- 
assigned indicators include those used to indicate location or 
type of operation, such as /KP2 when operating in the US Vir- 
gin Islands or /m when operating in a vehicle. They also can 
denote participation in an unusual event or other atypical sta- 
tion operation, according to the FCC. 
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Citing mostly negative comments, the FCC decided 
against allowing exam credit for formerly held amateur op- 


erator licenses. The Commission also said ‘’no’ to the 
ARRL’s suggestion that the operator license be valid for 
the lifetime of the holder. The FCC said operators would 
still have to renew their station licenses every ten years and 
that it did not want to maintain a separate database to keep 
track of station license expirations. 


The FCC announced all of the rules changes i in a Re- 
port and Order, FCC 97-99, adopted March 20 and issued 
April 1. The amendments become effective 30 days after 
the Report and Order is published in The Federal Register. 


-ARRL 
FAA Calls for Collecting hee of all 


Air Travelers 


On March 13, the FAA issued a call for comments on 

a FAA proposal to require airlines to collect substantial 
personal information on each passenger, including full name, 
address, next of kin, Social Security Number and date of 
birth. The purpose of this collection would be to facilitate 
identification of victims of airplane crashes. The proposal 
anticipates that passengers would have to provide this in- 
formation in order to board an aircraft. 


The proposal raises a number of substantive threats 
to personal privacy. One major problem is that it appears to 
violate the Privacy Act of 1974, which limits the ability of 
government agencies to collect the SSN. There also appear 
to be no limitations on the use of the collected information, 
creating a risk that the data could be put to a wide variety of 
unrelated uses by both the airlines and government agen- 
cies. 


One potential use of this information would be in con- 
nection with the controversial “profiling” proposals recently 
recommended by the Gore Commission. The use of the 
Social Security Number would simplify the comparison of 
passenger records with other databases. It appears likely 
that the FAA is using this proposal as a less controversial 
rationale to demand the collection of personal information 
rather than specifically including it in the profiling proposal, 
which has already generated considerable public and edito- 
rial opposition. 


More information on the proposal and other FAA ac- 
tivities is available at the EPIC Airline Security Page: 


http://www.epic.org/privacy/faa/ 
No Mo Code 


Bruce J. Perens, K6BP (El Cerrito, CA) has estab- 
lished a website which he calls “No Code Intepnati ona at 
http://www.nocode.org/ 


Bruce works for Pixar, the software animation com- 
pany that created the smash hit movie: Toy Story. No-Code 
International is a temporary “grass roots” organization 
whose objective is to remove the International Morse code 
requirement as a prerequisite to HF ham band operation. 
The organization will be disbanded when the code require- 
ment is abolished. The coalition is looking for no-code ar- 
ticles and links to be posted to the site - and for help with 
Website design. Contact Bruce at: k6bp@nocode.org if 
you want to participate. -W5YI Report 
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- RADIO SHACK TAKES HTX-204 
-DUAL-BAND HT OFF THE MARKET 


Radio Shack notified its stores April 17 that it’s im- 
mediately recalling unsold stocks of its new HTX-204 dual- 
band handheld transceiver because of what a source at Ra- 
dio Shack headquarters called “a regulatory compliance is- 
sue” involving the transceiver. Radio Shack said it plans to 


take the HTX-204 off the market and has no immediate plans _ 


to offer another dual-band HT. The HTX-204 started show- 
ing up in the chain’s 7000 retail stores about six weeks ago. 
A Radio Shack official at the company’s Ft Worth, 
Texas, headquarters said the compdny was concerned about 
the “potential for illegal use” of the HTX-204. He declined 
to be specific, but he did emphasize that the HTX-204 is 
perfectly legal for use on Amateur Radio frequencies. 


’ Radio Shack expressed disappointment with the turn 


of events surrounding the HTX-204 and directed any ques- 
tions to local Radio Shack retail stores. 


-ARRL 


ARRL Honors Key West ARC 


The ARRL awarded the Key West Amateur Radio Club 
(W4LLO) a plaque to commemorate their 50 years as an af: 
filiated club. The club was founded in 1943 and has been pro- 
iding emergency communications in the Florida Keys and 
participating in public service activities since the end of th 
arin 1945. 


Steve Godwin, KD6ZZ is the current President. 


_ 1COM IC2350H 
dual band mobile 


MIKE'S ELECTRONICS 
1001 NW 52 STREET 


FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 


ORDER LINE (800)427-3066 
BROWARD (954)491-7110 
FAX(954)491-7011 


Guest Editorial by Buddy Morgan, WB40MG 
President, Pelican Chapter #128 QCWA 


The Lord gave man dominion over the Earth. For thou- 
sands of years man developed and indeed exploited the Earth. 
Around the turn of the century, a few people became con- 
cerned that we were going to completely destroy many natu- 
ral resources through commercial development. Our National 
and State Parks, that we enjoy today are a result of these con- 
cerns. Some of our natural resources had been set aside for 
recreational use by the public for the public. 


The Electromagnetic spectrum is a great public resource. 
Portions of it have also been set aside for recreational use and 


restricted from commercial development - The Ham Bands. 


This official sanction of recreational use of the spectrum be- 
gan in 1922 when the 80, 40, and 20 meter bands were as- 
signed to Radio Amateurs. This was the beginning of “Ama- 
teur Radio National Park.” A recreational portion of the spec- 
trum. 


They paved paradise and put up a parking lot. The little 
LEOs just won’t go away. Six months ago the Low Earth 
Orbiting Satellite threat to 144 and 440 MHz was merely an 
eyebrow raiser. Recently, they have added 220 MHz to their 
list and have started extensive lobbying efforts. The LEOs are 
now being taken quite seriously. As one reporter put it, this 
could be the end of Ham Radio as we know it.” 


The LEO Satellite people’s agenda makes little sense. 
These are not particularly good space communications fre- 
quencies. Satellite work starts to get easy around S band - 2.4 
GHz These guys could get our microwave bands with rela- 
tively little effort and it would be operationally better for them. 
What are they really trying to accomplish ? 


The Cellular telephone people would love to get 900 
MHz, and 13 cm from us. These guys have deep pockets. The 
Satellite companies wouldn’t turn their nose at these bands 
either. However the satellite people would really like our bands 
9 cm and up. If we let the LEO people have two meters, we 
will, within a few years, lose all of our allocations above six 
meters. 


I understand the ARRL has said, “No compromise, it’s 
us or them.” Is this the right approach ? Satellites as a second- 
ary service on 2M would be better than losing the band. We 
need to protect 2M/220/440 for today and our higher bands 
for the future. The U. S. Department of the Interior protects 
our National Parks from commercial development. The FCC 
should protect the Ham Bands from the LEO people and their 
friends. 


5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 
Amateur & Commercial 


e-mail: w4sn@aol.com 


coe | Wisi Genes 


ear: 
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More People willing to 


pay Premium 
“One in five US 
homes will subscribe to g 
high speed Internet ser- 
vice for at least $40 a 
month when it becomes available,” Dr. 
Samuel Book predicted, with “over 40 
percent of current online users already 


willing to pay $40 a month for high 


- speed Internet access.” 

Book, president of consumer re- 
search at the Strategis Group, told 
Newsbytes, however, that “most non- 
online homes will wait for prices to 
decline and for more compelling con- 
tent to emerge” before jumping on the 
high speed access bandwagon. 


According to the survey of 500 


US households, the average online resi- 
dential/Internet subscriber spends about 
6.2 hours a week on the Internet, includ- 
ing four hours a week on the World 
Wide Web and online information ser- 
vices. The remaining time is spent on 
e-mail usage, Book said. . 

About 33 percent of home 
Internet users access online services and 
e-mail for less than two hours a week, 
about 35 percent are online two to six 
hours a week, some 12 percent stay 
online six to ten hours and week, and a 
little more than one-fifth, or about 21 
percent, are glued to their computer 
screens for more than ten hours a week, 
the study found. 


While the typical online house- 
hold sends and receives nine e-mail 
messages a week, the study found that 
about one-third of home Internet users 
send and receive more than ten mes- 
sages per week, with about ten percent 
using email 20 or more times a week. 

_ The study noted that although 
online households in the US have mush- 
roomed from under five million two 
years ago to over 17 million today, 
fewer than 150,000 homes will sub- 
scribe to high- speed services by the end 
of 1997. 

As high-speed platforms come on 
line, however, especially from cable 
- and telephone companies, “pent-up 


consumer demand for higher-speed will - 


result in accelerated growth of high- 


speed Internet households,” Book said. 


The study forecasts approxi- 
mately 700,000 high-speed Internet 
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residential homes by the end of 1998, 
2.1 million by the end of 1999, 4.5 mil- 
lion in 200, and nearly eight million 
high-speed Internet homes in 2001. 
By 20001, Book said, high-speed 
Internet subscription revenues should 
be approaching $4 billion a year. 
“High Speed Internet Access: A 
Consumer Demand Study,” which also 
includes five-year projections of high 
speed Internet/online subscribers and 
revenues and coverage of high speed 
Internet platforms, applications and 
major players, is available from the 
Strategis Group for $1,600. 
-Newsbytes 


Murdoch offers 
EchoStar 1 Bil 


(with a “B”) 
Murdoch, CEO of 
| News Corp. Ltd. 
TNYSE:NEWS], has of- 
fered $1 billion for a 50 percent stake 
in EchoStar Communications an 
[NASDAQ:DISH]. 


The new Sky service, if approved 
by federal regulators and EchoStar’s 
shareholders, is expected to begin ser- 
vice next year with 7 satellites, more 
than 500 channels, advanced technol- 
ogy, and retransmission of local televi- 
sion stations in all 50 states. The mar- 
kets would represent more than 75 per- 
cent of all US television households. 

Murdoch, testifying before the 
US Senate Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee lobbied the 
senators to amend the US Copyright Act 
to give direct broadcast satellite the 
right to retransmit local television sta- 
tions. 

If amended, Murdoch told the 
committee, the change in the copyright 


law would open up competition, and: 


force cable television companies to re- 
duce charges. 


According to the Committee, 


cable television station rates increased 


three times the rate of inflation on the 
first half of 1996 alone. “By the end of 
1996 consumers on average were pay- 
ing 10% more for cable service than 
they did at the start of 1996,” Commit- 
tee Chairman John McCain (R-Arizona) 
said, 

According to Murdoch, “Sky is 
pro-competitive both because it will 


give consumers a choice and because 
Sky will spur cable to improve its plant 
and its service to subscribers faster than 
any government regulation ever could.” 

Amos Hostetter, CEO of Conti- 
nental Cablevision, however, told the 
hearing that Sky should be regulated the 
same way cable is regulated. Noting that 
the US Supreme. Court last week upheld 
the Federal Communication 
Commission’s must carry rules that re- 
quire cable operators to carry all local 
television broadcasts, Hostetter said that 
Sky should have to “play by the same 
rules. ‘The must- carry issues are an 
absolutely fundamental aspect of the 
broadcast distribution system,” 
Hostetter said. 


-Newsbytes 


SW Ohio QCWA 


Annual Banquet 


The Southwest Ohio Chapter of 
the Quarter Century Wireless Associa- 
tion will hold its 1997 Annual Banquet 
in conjunction with the Dayton 
Hamvention on Friday, May 16 at 
Alex’s Continental Restaurant. C.O.D. 
bar at 7:00, banquet at 7:30. Charles 
Stinger, W8GFA, former manager of 
Voice of America Radio Station at 
Bethany Ohio will give us an inside 
look at this powerful transmitting sta- 
tion. Reservation deadline May 14. 
QCWA membership is not a require- 
ment for attendance. For tickets ($15.00 
each) make check payable to Robert L. 
Dingle, Treas. Chapter 9 and mail to 
1117 Big Hill Rd., Kettering, OH 
45429-1201. 


Orange Park ARC 


VE Exams 


The ARRL accredited VE Team 
of the Orange Park Amateur Radio. 
Club, Orange Park, FL will be conduct- 
ing VE Exams at the ARRL National 
Convention to be held in August 2nd & 
3rd in Jacksonville, FL. 


The testing session will start at 9 
am on Sunday, August 3rd. While walk- 
ins will be welcome at that time, the 
team does request preregistration. Pre- 
registration will be available between 
the hours of 10 AM until 2 PM on Sat- 
urday, August 2nd at a place in the con- 
vention hall - to be announced. 
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How good are digital 


codes? 

-by Armond Lucchesi, WA2SHA | 
This article will show the 
relative security of systems that use 
multi-digit codes such, as burglar 
alarms, safes, keyless auto entry 
schemes, etc.. For simplicity, we will 
assume that a three digit code is used: 
000 to 999 (1000 Combinations) There 
are basically three ways to breach this 
system, 1) random attack, 2) orderly 
attack and 3) knowing the code, of 
course. Let’s imagine a situation in- 
volving the random attack. We will 
place a ten digit keypad on a booth and 
select, on a random basis, individuals 
to enter the booth and key a three digit 
code of their choice. The question is 
on the average, how many people have 
to be invited to the booth to reach a 
point at which there isa50 % chance 
that the “correct” code will be entered? 
To solve this problem we use the fol- 
lowing logic: the chance that the first 
person did not enter the correct code is 
999 out of 1000. Since no person has 
any knowledge of the codes entered by 
the other, each following person’s 
chance of not entering the correct code 
is likewise 999 out of 1000. The solu- 
tion is to multiply the fraction 999/1000 
by itself repeatedly until the result is .5 
or less. Without going into detail 
concerning the math involved, the an- 

swer is approximately 694 people. ' 
Now let’s solve case #2. Here, 
we will have one person enter succes- 
sive 3 digit codes using a scheme that 
never repeats a code already entered. 


How many codes must be entered so’ 


that, on the average, there will be a 50% 
chance in keying in the correct one? As 
with the case # I, the chance that the 
first code entered is not correct is 999 
out of 1000. However, on the 2nd en- 
try , the situation changes. The chance 
that this 2nd entry is not the correct code 
is 998 out of 999 since one code is al- 
ready used up. Therefore, we must 
multiply 999/1000 by 998/999 by 997/ 
998, etc., until the result closes in on 
(0.5). Hey! Wait a minute! Why all 
this math here? There is a much sim- 
pler way to work this out! Imagine that 
we divided the 1000 codes into two 
boxes, one containing those from 000 
to 499 and the other, codes 500 to 999 
Now, isn’t it true that the correct code 
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must reside in one of the two compart- 
ments? Therefore. the number of tries 
necessary to reach a 50 % chance of 
success must be 500. — 

These examples should give 
you an idea of the relative security of 
digital codes For four digit codes, just 
multiply the results by 10. In other 
words, a random attack here would 
stand a 50 chance of success when 6940 
random entries have been made. Obvi- 
ously, more digits is far better. 

I will leave it up.to you to prove 
that frequent changing of the code does 
not lessen the stated odds at all. Fre- 
quent changing of code only thwarts 
the discovery of the correct code by 
someone. For instance, someone could 
see you keying the code. In the case of 
cellular phones, the code can be inter- 
cepted by sophisticated scanner equip- 
ment and used to clone phones. A re- 
cently available technique involving 
“rolling code” can make it much more 
difficult to do. 


- From the Easton (PA) ARC- 
EARS Headphone 
Thanx to Bob Lynch, WS3B 


SSA Shuts Down 
Website 


Bowing to Congressional pres- 
sure and a raft of negative publicity, the 
US Social Security Administration 


(SSA) said it is immediately shutting - 


down access to Social Security Personal 
Earnings and Benefits Estimate State- 


.ments (PEBES) on its World Wide Web 


site. 


The information, which could be 
accessed from the Social Security 
Administration’s site at http:// 
www.ssa.gov on the World Wide Web, 
was made available online only about 
a month ago. According to SSA spokes- 
person Tom Morgenau, the same infor- 
mation has been available to the public 
by mail for over ten years. 

“SSA is, and always has been, 
vigilant about protecting the privacy of 
the sensitive information we maintain 
on American workers,” SSA acting 
commissioner John J. Callahan said late 
this afternoon at a press conference. 


“In designing the online service” 


he said, “SSA consulted many experts - 


in the field of privacy and systems se- 
curity,” and that “a number of security. 


features were built into the services to © 
help prevent access of wage records by 
anyone than the actual worker.” 
Noting that confidence in the 
agency’s ability to protect the privacy 
“of the sensitive data we maintain on 
American citizens” has been questioned 
over the past few days, Callahan said 
that he is suspending the online PEBES 
service “in order to conduct a rigorous — 
evaluation of the “beet! s security fea- 
tures.” 


Before the SSA shut down. the 


‘site, an individual needed to enter his 


or her name, date of birth, social secu- 
rity number, mother’s maiden name, 
and city and state of birth. Accessing 
social security information other than © 
your own is a felony punishable by up 
to ten years in jail and a $10,000 fine, 
Morgenau told Newsbytes. 

The shutdown by the SSA oc- 
curred less than 24 hours after US Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-Mis- 
sissippi), Senate Minority Leader Tom © 
Daschle (D-South Dakota), and Sens. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-New 
York), William V. Roth Jr. (R-Dela- 
ware), John H. Chafee (R-Rhode Is- 
land), John B. Breaux (D-Louisiana), 
and Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa) sent 
a letter to Callahan expressing their “se- 
rious concern regarding recent re- 
ports in the media indicating it may 
be possible to gain unauthorized ac- © 


cess” to confidential PEBES informa- 


tion through the Internet. . 
“Although we support the Social . 
Security Administration’s efforts to 
make PEBES more readily available,” 
the Senators wrote, “we are concerned 
that “PEBES Online” may not afford 
sufficient protections against violations 
of individual privacy.” 

' The senators urged SSA to sus- 
pend access to PEBES through the ~ 
Internet until SSA could “convene and 
receive recommendations from an in- 
dependent panel of computer and pri- 
vacy experts on what additional safe- 
guards are needed.” 


ery No 
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The Battle of the Silicon Barons 
This past weekend, I watched Val Kilmer save the world 
as he defeated evil oil barons in the best tradition of 
Hollywood’s finest. Ever since the oil shortages of the 70’s, 
American consumers are sensitive to large multi-national 
companies who control a vast majority of a popular com- 
modity. When oil was short, many claimed that the major oil 
companies were stalling oil laden ships out at sea just to cre- 
ate a crisis and justify significantly higher prices at the pump. 
To this day, many Americans believe there was foul play 
involved in spite of the lack of credible evidence. 


Here in the US, everybody likes a winner. But, no- 
body likes a cheater. Sometimes, if you win too much, well, 
you must have cheated somewhere along the line. In the 
computer business, both Intel and Microsoft are in this unique 
predicament. They have produced quality products at rea- 
sonable prices gradually gaining market share. Now the com- 
puter industry is standardized around their products and the 
competition is crying foul. 

Is there foul play here? Well, maybe you can decide. 


Intel products have been the basis for the PC compat- 
ible computer since it’s introduction by IBM in 1981. Com- 
petition for the coveted spot on your desk was previously 
_ waged at the box level between the likes of Apple and Com- 

modore, Sun and Apollo. The software that ran on these 
boxes was specific to the platform. Very few applications 
ran across platforms and the performance of the system was 
governed more by the collection of the parts than from the 
choice of the processor. Motorola and Intel competed head 
to head with their own architecture. Compatibility was just 
‘not the defining issue. 

Demand for the Intel processor was high and some big 
customers demanded a second source for the processor. A 
major source of revenue was based on Intel’s ability to pro- 
duce chips. If they lost the recipe, chip shortages would drive 
prices up and profits down. Intel worked a deal with AMD, 
Harris and Texas Instruments to produce processors using 
the Intel design. Intel could increase market share by lever- 
aging off someone else’s fab capacity. Also, as part of the 
deal, Intel gained rights to AMD and Harris’ CMOS technol- 
ogy, the same technology still in use today. 

All was chummy in the chip world until Intel’s part- 
ners starting getting a little greedy (at least by Intel’s account). 
Harris produced the 286 processor on a di-electrically iso- 
lated CMOS process and came up with a 20MHz part. The 
fastest part that Intel could produce was 16 MHz and Intel’s 
part generated much more heat so it required a more expen- 
sive package. Vendors jumped on the Harris part with a ven- 
geance. It was cheaper, cooler and faster and Harris was 
making plenty. 

By this time Intel had the 386 parts out. The days of 
the 286 was numbered. Still smarting from the market beat- 
ing they took, Intel sought to consolidate it’s share by forc- 
ing out the second source producers. A court battle ensued 
where Intel claimed that partner vendors could not claim 
rights to produce the new generation Intel chips. Intel lost. 
The court decided that the wording of the agreement granted 
rights to current and future versions of the X86 processor. 
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AMD could produce the 386, 486 or even 586 chips using 
Intel’s design. So what’s in a name? In this case, plenty. 
The birth of the Pentium sheds any relations with the previ- 
ous generations of processor chips. Everyone knew the 
Pentium was effectively the promised 586 chip. But, since 
the name bore no relationship to previous versions of the 
family. Intel could claim proprietary rights to the chip. To 
this day, only Intel makes the Pentium Processor. 

Not be counted out of the market, AMD and two small 
and nimble start-up companies produced “Locked Door” 
clones of Intel’s latest. The concept was simple. If you could 
prove that no Intel technology was used to generate the clone 
processor, no patent laws were violated. The instruction set 
was public domain and any chip that could execute the in- 
struction set could run PC Compatible software. AMD pro- 
duced the K5, Cyrix produced the 6x86 and NextGen pro- 
duced the NX586. AMD and Cyrix parts were socket com- 
patible with Intel. NextGen parts required a custom 
motherboard. NextGen was the first out with a competing 
product but poor benchmark showings and the custom 
motherboards left a bad taste with the consumer. Even when 
prices fell significantly below a comparable Intel system, the 
fear of incompatibility drove all but the hardiest away. 

It was around this time that the famed “FDIV” bug 
appeared in the Pentium chips. And although the severity of 
the bug only impacted a very small segment of the process- 
ing community, Intel’s handling of the press is the real story. 
Intel first decided that the computing public would never see 
the results of this bug. They claimed that no malice was 
intended and the fact is, Intel chips have always shipped with 
numerous “errata” that was designed or coded around before 
the customer ever saw a working PC. They would not re- 
place the buggy chips because Jon Q. Public didn’t need it. 

This, as it turns out, was a bad marketing move. 
Microsoft introduced a patch that would turn off hardware 
floating point math if you were using a Pentium. Even 
Letterman poked a little fun at the “chip that can’t add”. 
Competing chips didn’t suffer from this malady and for once, 
Intel chips were actually bested by the competition. 

Intel gave in. A replacement was offered to all who 
requested and, at great cost (in cash and reputation), the FDIV 
BUG was relegated to history. 

AMD and Cyrix Pentium clones have fared pretty well 
in the past months. Both devices offer a lower cost solution 
to Intel with comparable performance and they continue to 
gain market share over the Pentium. The merits of one chip 
versus another are left to the ranting of the Internet News 
Groups. Meanwhile Intel has moved on the Pentium Pro. 

While competitors were busy building new chips to 
compete with the Intel Pentium processor. Intel was captur- 
ing the chip set market. It’s really quite simple. If Intel sells 
all of the glue logic that makes a computer work, they can 
design motherboards that only support their own chips. Sure 
you can buy a Pentium clone but you can’t buy a Pentium 
Pro clone. 


Continued on page 8 
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CompuForum continued from page 7 


Why???? Because the Pro requires a Socket 8 compat- 
ible motherboard and only Intel makes the chips for it. The 
Pentium Pro chip resides in a particular rectangular package 
that contains an extra die for the Level 2 Cache. Since the 
L2 cache is inside the package, it can run at the same speed 
as the chip. In this case, as fast as 200 MHz. External L2 
cache used with the Pentium ad its competitors can only run 
at 66 MHz. The Pentium Pro was a screamer. 


Had it not been for some tinkering by Murphy and a 
bad technical implementation, the war would have been lost 
and competition would be dead. The Pentium Pro was de- 
signed as a 32 bit processor. Support for older 16 bit soft- 
ware like DOS games was an afterthought. The Pro was de- 
signed for business and business didn’t need 16 bit support. 
The Pro screamed through software running under Windows 
NT but lagged under Windows 95 because it still used some 
16 bit code. 


This was another bad marketing move. Although Win- 
dows NT was gaining inroads’ in the business community, 
the vast majority of boxes shipped with Windows95. With 
the release of the Cyrix 6x86 P200+, the nod for the fastest 
Win95 system went to Cyrix and market share was still shift- 
ing. To make matters worse, the mechanical design of the 
Pentium Pro required a completely assembled processor for 
final testing. If the part tested bad, all of the cost in the pack- 
age and the bond out process was lost. The yield for the Pro 
was terrible and the cost would not go down. Intel now rec- % 
ognized that a direction change was required. A new con- 
cept for packaging, better 16 bit support and a multimedia 
instruction set (MMX) would redefine the industry. And 
while were at it, a few carefully placed patents and trade- 
marks couldn’t hurt either. 


The battle continues. Stay tuned for the faring of the 
K6 and M2 against the dragon Klamath. 


: Designed for efficiency and strength 


Heavy duty construction 
v Special: 10ft. straight section $59.95 
Oft. top section $69.96 
installation Available 
ision Electric Welds 


‘a heavy-duty steel tubing side rails 


sive ROHN Zig-Zag Bracing 


Double joints for high strength 


437 S. Babcock Street 
Melbourne, FL 32901 


407-727-2311 
Ted: W4LR 


Authorized AEA Service Center 


73’s Steve 


Cell Tower Ordinances could affect Hams - Watch Out! 


7 


On April Ist 1997, the City of 
Largo Florida passed an antenna ordi- 
nance that limits amateur radio antenna 
towers to 35 feet in height The ordi- 
nance was flawed, as admitted by the 
Mayor and City Commissioners at the 
public hearing. About 20 Amateur Ra- 
dio operators attended the hearing, 
where they heard the Largo City Com- 
mission say that a flawed ordinance was 
better than no ordinance. | 
Largo Mayor Thom Feaster 
stated that the City Attorney had origi- 
nally asked that Amateur Radio anten- 
nas be exempted from the Telecommu- 
nications Ordinance 97-18. However 
the ordinance as passed, limits ham an- 
tennas to retractable towers, and tow- 
ers less than 35 feet in height. City 
Chief of planning, Larry Pflueger, told 
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local hams at the first reading of the 
ordinance that the ordinance would 
have little effect on their antennas since 
“the city is prohibited from regulating 
small antennas”. At the April Ist meet- 
ing, city planners, including Pflueger, 
struggled for answers to pointed ques- 
tions posed by the City Commission- 
ers. The Commissioners said they were 
concerned that they thought the intent 
of this new ordinance was to limit cell 
towers, and not restrict the ham radio 
operators. Three Commissioners re- 
quested the new ordinance come back 
to the Commission within 120 days to 
address the concerns of local hams. 
When questioned on the 35- 
foot height limit, Pflueger said that a 
retractable tower may cost more, but 
that the cost was the price of playing 


with radios. He also made an analogy 
that the difference between a 5- foot 
dinghy and a 50-foot yacht is price, and 
if you want to sail you have to pay the 
price. The City staff also had great dif- 
ficulty determining the difference be- 


- tween an “antenna” and a “telecommu- 


nications facility” when asked by a 
Commissioner. 

How it affects you depends on 
where you live. If you live in Largo, it 
limits your antenna height to 35- feet 
unless you have a retractable tower. If 
you live elsewhere in Pinellas County, 
ordinances have a funny way of appear- 
ing in other cities. Clearwater, St. Pe- 
tersburg, and Pinellas Park may follow 
Largo if nothing is done against the new 


ordinance. 
Continued on page 9 
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If you live in Largo, you should 
arm yourself with knowledge. Go to 
City Hall at 225 First Ave. S.E. and re- 
quest a copy of the new ordinance and 
the minutes of the April 1st Commis- 
sion Meeting. Ask for a list of City 
Commissioners and their phone num- 
bers. Read the minutes and the ordi- 
nance, then fax your comments to the 
Commissioners. Prepare to be at the 
City Commission meeting when the 
ordinance comes up next. Please be 
civil in your dealings.with city workers 
and officials Make note of who you talk 
to, and what they say. Remember, that 
if a City worker is rude to you, copy 
down what he says, and make the City 
Commission aware of it IN WRITING. 
Of the dozen or so City workers I have 
dealt with, all but one were polite, cour- 
teous, and professional in their de- 
meanor. 

If you live outside the City, you 
should still do all the above., But then 
contact your City Officials and make 
the aware NOW of what amateur radio 
is and what we do. The ARRL PIO 


listed below can give you some letters 
from State and Local Officials about 
ham radio. Let your elected officials 
know that you are willing to answer 
questions about ham radio, and what 
ham radio means to you. If you do not 
feel comfortable answering questions 
about amateur radio, give them the ad- 
dress of the ARRL PIO listed below. 


Every ham should write a letter 
to their County, State, and Federal Rep- 
resentatives. Let them know in your 
own words what ham radio is all about. 
Sit down within the next week and write 
everyone that represents your area. 
Your local library has a list put together 
by the League of Women Voters that 
has addresses and phone numbers, but 
you may have to ask for it. 


This report was prepared by, and 


represents the views of: 
William Holcomb, KC4YTP 
ARRL PIO 813-531-8135 


NEW TICKET... 
Oh boy! I just passed my up- 
grade, I’m proud as I can be. 
I wondered, who, with my new 
ticket, I could get to talk to me? 
I hurried on home to my new rig, 
made sure the dials were set. 
“V1l call CQ and then listen, I’1l 
get back an answer | bet.” 
So I call and wait for an answer, I 
worry and wonder bout why. 
There never came back any an- 
swer, did my new rig just up and die? 
I looked at the back of my new 
rig, the place where the coax should be, 
And noticed that there wasn’t 
any, “CQ DE L-I-D.” 
(, 
Raymond AE4PV 


‘97 Atlanta Ham Festival 


& Computer Expo 


June 21 & 22, 1997 


City Hall East Exhibition Center 


640 North Ave. - Atlanta, GA 


* EXCELLENT Location 
* Lots of FREE Parking 
* Covered Tailgating! 

* Indoor Flea Market! 

* Dealers 

* Exams 


* Prizes 

* Manufacturers 
* Forums 

* Computers 

* Software 

* Electronics 


X 


ARAL 
Georgia 
State 
Convention 


Tickets $6 in advance, $8 at the door 
Talk-In at 146.820(-); alternate at 145.35(-) 


For More Information: 


‘Commercial Exhibitors: e-mail dickb@akorn.net or call 770-466-0099 

Flea Market Vendors: e-mail BillW4LFC@juno.com, or fax 770-493-6982 

or mail request to: P. O. Box 942150, Atlanta, GA 31141-2150 

General Information available at: http://www.saf.com/are (or chairman ‘lfc at 770-493-8438) 
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PUBLIC SERVICE AND AMATEUR RADIO . 


Trends in Ham Radio - Good or Bad? 


By Billy Williams, N4UF 

Amateur Radio public service 
and emergency communications work 
can be divided into at least four catego- 
ries. First is the origination of calls for 
assistance. Getting help via a repeater 
for a stranded motorist or reporting an 
accident to law enforcement or fire/res- 
cue are examples. Second, hams pro- 
vide communications between check- 
points or key locations when normal 
systems are overloaded or not conve- 
nient.. Hams operating from Red Cross 
shelters and hospital emergency rooms 
during a Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) 
or drill fit in this category. 

A third type of public service is 
gathering information. Flood reports, 
scale of power outages, road closings, 
severe weather can be collected and 
assembled into a situation report 
(Sitrep). The information is routed to 
agencies requesting it. 

The fourth category encom- 
passes relaying of messages over longer 
distances. This is accomplished through 
designated gateway stations which pick 
up traffic on VHF and relay it to Talla- 
hassee, for example,, on HF emergency 
nets. The new digital systems lend 
themselves nicely to this task. 

Amateur Radio and public ser- 
vice have been a viable combination in 
Florida. Since powerful hurricanes 
bashed our state in the 1920s, hams 
have helped. Reports of damage from 
unnamed hurricanes were slow to 
emerge from disaster areas. Reports via 
Amateur Radio were of value to relief 
organizations. 

As a grateful gesture, the Florida 
Legislature was the first in the nation 
to authorize ham call license plates in 
1950. 


ARRL promotes public service 
through two subgroups—the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and 
the National Traffic System(NTS). 
ARES hams generate messages locally 
which are then relayed over longer dis- 
tances by NTS operators. NTS provides 
a framework of traffic nets. 

In most medium and large cit- 
ies, ARES is a combined effort of sev- 
eral radio clubs. Although club facili- 
ties such as repeaters, newsletters and 
meeting time are used to promote 
ARES, it does not belong to any one 
club. 
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As repeater coverage became 
reliable and effective enough for 
countywide communication in the mid 
1970s, a peak in public service activity 
happened. This preceded application of 


commercial cellular technology which - 


resulted in a personal communications 
revolution. 


Without the convenience of 
today’s cellular telephones, event orga- 
nizers 


turned to hams to provide cov- 
erage of a race, bike-a-thon or other 
charitable function. As the 1980s pro- 
gressed, need for hams in these func- 
tions decreased as cellular phones 
plunged in price. 

Our role in relief and disaster 
communications continues to be valu- 
able to some agencies. Red Cross has 
been a principal user of Amateur Ra- 
dio to provide shelter to HQ communi- 
cations. During evacuations for Hurri- 
cane David in 1979, hams linked ten or 
so shelters to Red Cross HQ relaying 
status reports, logistical traffic and 
evacuee counts. The storm veered east- 
ward barely missing us but a large 
evacuation at the Beaches led to 
crowded shelters inland. 


The ARRL structure was modi- 
fied in 1982. Counties were grouped 
into districts and the District Emergency 
Coordinator post was created. Each 
elected ARRL Section Manager (SM) 
chooses a Section Emergency 
Coordinator(SEC) who leads the ham 
radio emergency communications ef- 
fort. In Northern Florida, the SEC su- 
pervises 44 counties and seven districts. 


In the early 90s under the direc- 
tion of then SEC George Thurston, 


W4MLE an expanded working agree-. 


ment was forged with the State of 
Florida Division of Emergency Man- 


agement (DEM) in Tallahassee. The 


nature of this agreement asks that 
ARES hams gather information re- 
quested by DEM and submit situation 
reports to Tallahassee via voice nets and 
digital systems. This info is put into 
the DEM Local Area Network for use 
by agency planners. The 1997 North- 
ern Florida ARES Plan greatly increases 
this function. 


Other organizations also provide 
public service and emergency commu- 
nications. Several church groups and 
the Salvation Army have their own ham 


networks. Groups may choose to oper- 
ate independently. If they meet basic 
requirements, they may affiliate with 
ARES. 


While a significant number of 
hams still volunteer for public service 
and emergency communications pre- 
paredness tasks, these volunteers. are 
more selective about which functions 
they support. 

Twenty years ago, volunteers 
were attracted to long commitments. 
They would hold down a post such as a 
shelter communicator for 12 to 24 
hours. Today, volunteers would not turn 
out in large numbers for such a job. 


Tasks which involve short term 


commitments are relatively easy to fill. 


A ham who is not willing to commit to. 
providing shelter communications will 
agree to operate from a race checkpoint 
for an hour or two. That operator would 
also travel a few miles and report con- 
ditions to an emergency net. 


Tasks which require many hours 
do not recruit well; those which take one 
or two hours do. In the near future, ham 
radio public service work will continue 
to evolve from a staffing function to an 
information gathering arm. 

The new Northern Florida 
ARES plan places a primary responsi- 
bility on all District Emergency Coor- 


dinators of developing information . 


gathering capability within their dis- 
tricts and responding quickly and often 
to DEM requests for input. 

ARES can continue to provide 
long-term operators if volunteers vote 
to staff these slots. A ham votes by 
volunteering; no other votes count. It 
could turn out Thai area hams will con- 
centrate their public service activity in 
a fewer number of categories. 


Some assume that only ARES 
can provide public service. Not true. 
Each time an opera or reports an acci- 
dent or relays a call for assistance, a AL. 
vice is performed. . 

Assisting with communications 
at races bike-a-thons and the like are 
useful ways to drill. Field Day allows 


aham interested in emergency commu- 


nications to hone his or her construc- 
tion and operating skills. 


Continued on next page 
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Most Amateur Radio operators can pick up adequate 
operating skills by taking part in drills or by listening to es- 
tablished HF traffic nets on 80 and 40 meters. Publications 
like ARRLs Public Service Communications Manual 


Even if organized branches of ham radio such as ARES 
disappeared, a substantial amount of public service would 
continue. It would not be the end of our justification for 
frequencies. As communications technology breakthroughs 
continue, the RF spectrum as a whole may become surplus. 
Demand for spectrum will likely decrease. The FCC Fre- 
quency Auctions possibly reflect RF communications spec- 
trum value at its high water mark. New technology will al- 
low us to simultaneously transmit more information paths 
per RF channel making much more efficient use of an in- 
_ credibly large amount of frequency spectrum. 

The “hot” frequency area today is microwave. Hams 
will lose access to assignments there regardless of other jus- 
tifications. When radio began, hams were given access to all 
frequencies above where the available technology could sus- 
tain effective communication. As technology advanced, the 
upper limit above where ham use was granted on a blank 
check basis crept upward. 


We need hams in ARES who believe they should de- 


vote a percentage of their time to public service. Ham radio. 


emergency and public service communications offer an ex- 
cellent way to combine an interest in communications with a 
commitment to improving general welfare. 


ARRL calls on FCC to privatize 
handling of malicious interference 


complaints 


Citing *’a substantial need to improve and increase the 
quantity and quality’’ and timeliness of enforcement in ma- 
licious interference complaints, the ARRL has called on the 
FCC to ‘’create a streamlined, privatized enforcement pro- 
cess’’ to handle and adjudicate the most serious Amateur Ser- 
vice rules violations. In a petition for rulemaking filed March 
28, the League asked that the FCC change its rules to permit 
members of the volunteer Amateur Auxiliary to bring evi- 
dence of malicious interference violations directly before the 
FCC’s Chief Administrative Law Judge. The Chief ALJ 
would be authorized to determine if the complainants have a 
valid case, to issue show-cause orders, and to designate com- 
plaints for hearing. 


The League recommended that the FCC capitalize on 
the volunteer resources available through the Amateur Aux- 
iliary to relieve the evidence-gathering burden in such cases. 
If the rules changes are approved, the League said it would 
likely assist members of the Amateur Auxiliary in preparing 
and submitting complaints and in presenting cases at admin- 
istrative hearings. *’The increased use of volunteer resources 
would seem to be entirely appropriate in the Amateur Ser- 
vice, which involves avocational use of radio only,’’ the 
ARRL concluded. 

While noting that most hams obey the rules, the League 
said Amateur Radio needs the Commission’s help ‘’in a very 
few, persistent, serious enforcement cases’’ but has not been 
getting it in recent years because of the FCC’s staff and bud- 


May 1997 + SKIP 


getary limitations. 


“Indeed, notwithstanding the best efforts of the Com- 
mission over the past several years, there has been no resolu- 
tion of the four or five most serious cases brought to the 
Commission’s attention,’’ the League said in its petition. 
Even in some of the cases the FCC did act upon, the League 
said the Commission did not go far enough to miake the prob- 
lems go away permanently. The League cited a case in New 
Orleans where fines against several amateurs were reduced 
but remain unpaid and uncollected. ‘’There is a widespread, 
and growing, perception that administrative forfeitures are 
not collectable,’’ the ARRL said, pointing to the complex, 
time-consuming method of collecting fines that is required 
by federal law. 

The ARRL noted that while the FCC suspended one 
ham’s license in that city in 1996, it failed to look into mali- 
cious interference charges against at least two other hams in 
that area. The League said examples like these send a mes- 
sage that the FCC won’t enforce Amateur Service rules in 
malicious interference cases. ‘’Malicious interference prob- 
lems, if left unchecked, tend to spread and increase in inten- 
sity,’ the League said. The ARRL suggested that a series of 
‘’visible, successful enforcement actions’’ would deter rules 
violations and promote self-regulation. 


‘The ARRL also suggested that some FCC policies get 
in the way of timely, effective enforcement. Current Wire- 
less Telecommunications Bureau policy requires the Com- 
mission to independently corroborate evidence gathered by 
Amateur Radio volunteers. ‘’ The policy often acts as an ab- 
solute obstacle to any enforcement activity whatsoever,’’ and 
it demoralizes volunteers who view their efforts as wasted. 

While noting that malicious interference cases often 
attract a lot of attention within the amateur community, the 
League said ham radio can be ‘justifiably proud”’ of its his- 
tory of voluntary rule compliance. ‘’The overall level of 
compliant behavior among amateurs has not deteriorated over 
the years,’’ the League emphasized, citing fewer than 10 ac- 
tive malicious interference cases in the US at present. 

-ARRL 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 « toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espajiol 407-898-1166 

_ fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 


tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 
ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD ° SGC * STANDARD ° YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 
MILWAUKEE, WI ° WICKLIFFE, OH * LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


The citizens of Florida certainly weren’t comforted by the fact that nearly 
500 convicted felons were given early release last month. Especially alarming to 
those who have children, the list includes sexual predators. 

Thanks to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), their web 
pages offer wary citizens a chance to obtain a list of the felons along with their 
records and mug shot. 


What'sNew? | What's Coal?’ | 


Registered Sexual Predators 
Search Resulis 


vos 2) for Sexual 
Predators 


Connect to FDLE at the follow- 
ing address: 


http://www. fdle.state.fl.us 


On the left window of the site, one 
can choose from a number of selections; 
two of them being Sexual Predators or 
Early Releasees. Clicking on Sexual 
Predators, one can search by name, city 
or county. Naturally I searched on 
Brevard County, surprisingly only find- 
ing one in nearby Rockledge. | 

I noted on the page that he was a 
“registered” Sexual Predator. I sure 
hope that these scumballs are “regis- 
tered” involuntarily by law enforcement 
officials and not like citizens who vol- 
untarily register to vote. There was a 
reason behind that sarcastic observation 
since there was a major hullabaloo in 
our neighborhood a few months ago 
when one of these sexual predators 
moved in a block from my house. A 
group of concerned citizens went door 
to door, passing out information leaf- 
lets, with picture, of the convicted of- 
fender. I didn’t see this guy on the 
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Find your favorite Florida Felons 
or Sexual Predators on the Internet 


FDLE list and wondered if he po to 
register or what! 


Clicking on the predator’ s name, 
one gets particulars on his physical 
characteristics, a nice picture and last 
known address - which may or may not 
be accurate. 


Further down on the page fet 
shown), one can get some explicit de- 
tails on the nature of the offense. 

Basically, the same type of infor- 
mation is available on the murderers, 
rapists, and robbers given early re- 
lease due to prison “overcrowding”. 
The FDLE is performing a great public 
service in giving citizens some early 
warning of felons mingling in our soci- 
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True story from Herb Caen’s col- 


umn in the San Francisco Chronicle: A. 


motorist was unknowingly caught in an 
automated speed trap that measured his 
speed using radar and photographed his 
car. He later in the mail, he received a 
ticket for $40, and a photo of his car. 
Instead of payment, he sent the police 


department a photograph of $40. Sev- 
eral days later, he received a letter from 
the police department that contained 
another picture - of handcuffs. He paid 
the fine. 


_-from the Daytona Beach 
Groundwave and KB4T HumorLine 
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The Northwest Florida Hamfest 
at Fort Walton Beach held on the week- 
end of March 17 was most successful 
from an Army MARS viewpoint. Gor- 

_don Ward/AAV4DV set up the display 
table and was instrumental in gaining 
several new recruits for the Florida 
Army MARS program. Those recruits 
who had chosen Air Force MARS as a 
program of interest were also recom- 
mended to the Army MARS State Di- 
rector, Albert Fow. This recommenda- 
tion was made because Air Force 
MARS has placed a moratorium on new 
recruits and, it was felt, that these fine 
candidates deserved a chance at serv- 
ing with another MARS service. The 
joint meeting was a success. It incor- 

porated a discussion type of format in 
which local programs as well as over- 
all MARS information was shared. 

Congratulations to Gordon and to all the 

other MARS members who helped to 
make this another MARS success story. 

Looking ahead at May, Army 
MARS will be well represented at the 
Granddaddy of all Hamfests — the 
Dayton Hamvention to be held during 
the May 16 through 18 time period. 
Chief Army MARS Robert Sutton and 
the other MARS chiefs will be there 
with the MARS display, and he looks 
forward to talking with as many MARS 
~ members as can make the trip. He will 
also be talking MARS with prospective 
members who visit the booth. To.all 
Hams, MARS members or not, I highly 
recommend that if you can get to Day- 
ton do so. It is quite an experience. If 
you get to Dayton, be sure to visit the 
MARS display and attend the joint ser- 
vices MARS forum which is open to 
everyone. This is an opportunity to find 
out about a fine service organization in 
which members not only serve with 
emergency communications support 
but with world wide morale support for 
all of this country’s fine military per- 
sonnel and their loved ones. 

This same weekend in May also 
includes May 17 — Armed Forces Day. 
This day is one of the annual highlights 
of Amateur Radio. It is on this day that 
we not only effectively communicate 
with military stations and they with us 
in the Amateur Radio civilian ranks but 
they with us. This day of such commu- 
nication represents a serious goal as 
well as the fun of talking to our mili- 
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tary counterparts. The serious goal is 
that of being able to communicate with 
military stations should a widespread 
emergency occur in which such capa- 
bility is needed. The heart of Amateur 
Radio and of MARS as well as the mili- 
tary communicators is emergency com- 
munications. This is the reason that 


valuable frequencies are preserved for 


radio use. . 
Armed Forces Day also repre- 
sents a tribute by all Americans to the 
fine men and women who now serve or 
who have served in the military services 

of the United States of America. 
_ Each year, the three military ser- 
vices sponsor an Amateur Radio com- 
munications test in celebration of 


Armed Forces Day. This year is the 


48th annual observance of this activity 


and this special day. The celebration 


features traditional military to Amateur 
cross band communications test and 
message receiving test. These tests are 
not the rigid radio tests to which we 
have all been subjected. They are:en- 
joyable challenges to use techniques 
that are not that familiar but can be very 
useful. The cross band contacts are 
made in voice mode with the Amateur 
operators listening on military frequen- 
cies (largely MARS, not militarily tac- 
tical) and learning to what Amateur fre- 
quency they must go in order to com- 
plete the communication with the mili- 
tary station. This is the one day that 
the MARS members are strictly civil- 
ian Amateur operators. The message 


_ receiving test will be the transmission 


of a special commemorative message 
from the Secretary of Defense via digi- 
tal radio modes (RTTY, PACTOR, and 
AMTOR). There will be no CW trans- 
missions this year. CW transmissions 
were removed as an operating mode 
from all MARS frequencies as of 1 
October 1996. Both WORLDRADIO 
and QST will feature detailed informa- 


tion about times and frequencies and 


station locations. Participants can 
choose specific stations or they can 
communicate with as many as propa- 
gation will allow. These listings are 
very complete and have all the details 
that anyone would need to have a very 
successful day. 

Each participating military station 
will send QSL cards to all Amateur 


- Radio operators achieving a verifiable 


two-way contact with the station. Many 
of these QSLs are very attractive. Spe- 
cial certificates will be sent to any op- 
erator who successfully copies digitally 
the special message from the Secretary 
of Defense. Operators are warned not 
to make corrections if an error is seem- 
ingly transmitted. That error may not 
be involved in your receiving the mes- 
sage. This is goad practice in follow- 
ing the traffic handler’s credo — “Copy 
the message exactly as it is sent.” That’s 
one of the first things a MARS mem- 
ber learns — that the text of a message 
can never be changed except by the 
originator. 


I invite you all to have fun, have 
a good experience, challenge that 
propagation, and honor our military 
personnel by participating on Saturday, 
May 17, 1997. 
Let us all be Proud, Professional 
and Ready on that day. 


New frequency for Ham 


Radio & More 


The Ham Radio & More show 
celebrates six years on the air on April 
20. Due to the change to Daylight Sav- 
ing Time, the program's shortwave 
broadcast frequency on WWCR has 
changed to 12.160 MHz. Ham Radio & 
More airs live Sundays at 2200 UTC. 
Tape-delayed broadcasts airon WWCR 
Tuesdays, 0800 UTC, on 3.210 MHz, 
and Sundays, 0500 UTC, on 5.070 
MHz. 

For more information, check out 


http://www.goodnet.com/ 
~lenwink/hrm.htm 


KENTUCKY FLOODS...Henry 
Taylor, AFF2KY, reports that the spring 
flooding in his state caused severe dam- 
age at many locations. Even some of 
our MARS affiliates in that state were 
a victim. Some had severely damaged 
homes and radio gear, among other 
things. A lot of the extreme Western 
part of the state became flooded or was 
threatened at one time or another. The 
water levels near the Mississippi River 
were at an all-time high, just barely 
below the flood levels of 1937, which 
was the year that the river caused great 
devastation. The great levee was 
planned and built after that, and even 
with that in place, the river still threat- 
ens to go out of its banks occasionally. 
We sincerely hope that everyone has 
gotten their damage taken care of at this 
time, and that it doesn’t happen again. 
There were severely flooded parts of 
Tennessee, also. AF MARS members 
Sam Johnson, AFA2NI and YL Col- 
leen, AFA2RN, of Memphis, assisted 
the Red Cross in the Northwestern part 
of the state for two weeks. They helped 
flood victims with meals and shelter, 
among other duties. Sam unselfishly 
took his two weeks vacation from work 
to help in the effort. SILENT KEY...We 
recently learned of the death of one of 
our longest standing MARS members, 
Clyde Preece, AFF8HI (AFA8CW), 
who passed away on Good Friday, 28 
March. All Air Force MARS members 
will remember him by his many 
achievements in our program and for 
his exceptional humanitarianism. Ray 
Thompson, AFA8DE, will be acting 
SMD until a new director can be ap- 
pointed RON PACE, AFA2PN, for- 
merly AFF2O for the last four years, 
has passed the torch to Glenn Kilpatrick 
- AFA2WxX. Glenn will be assisted by 
Bill Todd, AFA2YT. Ron has done such 
an outstanding job in this position, he 
has made it difficult for anyone to fol- 
low. Glenn, however, has some mighty 
awesome credentials and we feel sure 
that he will measure up to the job. 
Thank you, Ron, for your diligence and 
perseverance in your former duties. You 
have brought great credit upon yourself 
and the Air Force MARS program. 
NEW PRIVATE (Private citizen, that 
is). MSGT Ken Davis is busily getting 
into the new life of being retired from 
the military. Ken officially retired on 
28 March with 24 years of honorable 
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and faithful service. He is now residing 


in Florida with his family and has be- 


gun a new career in private business. — 


He will be active with a region 2 
callsign as soon as he is settled. We all 


appreciate the excellent job Ken did as 


Chief Collins’ assistant. Good luck, 
Ken. With the retirement of MSGT 
Davis, all administrative responsibili- 
ties will now be handled by the RMDs. 
Remember to contact the MARS direc- 
tor in your state with/for any admin in- 
formation. He will then contact AFF2C 


or AFF2D if necessary to complete your | 
requests. BIX BIXBY, AFF2M, NCS — 


and “head information dealer” of the 
MTS net, sends thanks to all of the sta- 
tions that regularly participate in the 
nets. There is much needed information 
available there and it is worth your time 
to stop in and get answers or help out 
with your answers to others’ problems. 
The net meets at 2130Z, Saturdays on 
2R1. All USAF MARS members are 
encouraged to participate. 


NEW MADRID EARTH- 
QUAKE INFO. Seismic activity is re- 
ported to several monitoring stations in 
the US constantly, and the New Madrid 
Fault has seen some recent shaking. The 
following is the reported quakes for the 
year to date. The numbers in parenthe- 
sis denotes the magnitude: 97/03/06 
(2.4) Ridgely, TN; 97/03/07 (1.8) 


Perryville, MO; 97/03/13 (2.2) Co-. 
lumbia, IL; 97/03/16, ( 2.0) Catron, | 


MO; 97/03/16 ( 3.4) rural Arkansas; 


97/03/26 (1.7) Sprott, MO. The people 


living in Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see and Illinois are constantly reminded 
that there will be a day that will bring 
severe damaging ground movement, 
causing much chaos and that everyone 
should be prepared. Remember that this 
fault has the devastation potential to 
affect other areas, namely Alabama, 


Georgia, and North and South Carolina. | 
Several web sites have this information 


updated often: http://home.synapse.ru/ 
cgi-bin/eq/ OR http://www. iwaynet.net/ 
~kwroejr/violent.html. Also try http:// 
gandalf.ceri.memphis.edu/~rond/psn/ 
for latest info on the New Madrid area 
seismic activity. 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an 
official United States Air Force release, 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. 


AF MARS Recruiting 
Moratorium Explained 


SCOTT AEB, IL..April 10... Re- 


| cently, Headquarters, Air Force MARS 


issued a moratorium on the recruiting 
of new members. Since then, there has 


_ been much speculation as to the reason. 


The following, from Chief Harold 
Collins, will clarify the action: “Numer- 
ous questions have been raised about 
our recent announcement to suspend 
recruiting. There are no hidden agen- 
das involved with this edict, nor is it 
the prelude to eliminating Air Force 
MARS. This decision. was strictly a _ 
matter of management policy, designed 
to reduce overhead. Simply put, we 
were directed to reduce AF MARS Af- 
filiate Members by approximately one- 
third, down to 2000 by October 1998. 


- First, to make it more managable from 


an administrative standpoint, and sec- - 
ondly, with the advent of the latest tech- 
nological advances coming on line in 


the radio communications arena, greater 


coverage can be achieved with fewer 
members. A large standing force is not 
required for the minimum amount of 
traffic being handled by the system. 


_ Also, it would be counterproductive to 


downsize, continue to actively recruit 
new members, and achieve the stated 
goal; hence the moratorium. Once we 


have achieved our goal, we will open 


up recruitment on a selective basis to 
maintain the 2000 member base.” Pro- 
spective members should contact either 
Army or Navy-Marine Corps MARS 
for affiliation in the meantime. Recruit- 


| ing for AF MARS will probably resume 


long before the target date of October 
*98, due to attrition of affiliate mem- 
bers. -AFF2P, Carl Houston (N4GJM) 


Region 2 Public Affairs — 
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Most of us have, at one 
time or another, used or been 
in contact with someone using 
Collins or Hallicrafters (or 
other) radio equipment. 

These highly-respected 
names on old radios have all 
but disappeared from the 
communications scene in 
favor of the easier-to-use 
modern rigs from various 
builders in the orient or from 
a handful of USA manufactur- 
ers. Lam no different in 
opting to get the latest in 
updated technological 
offerings, and enjoy my new ~ 
100 watt HF and 6 meter solid 
state “ultra small and conve- 
nient” radio. Lots of hams 
cannot be convinced that the 
newer rigs are better than the 
old 1940-1970s tube radios. 
The DOD was convinced, 
however, that some ham gear 
was worth purchasing for 
military use, even for combat, 
and a few companies supplied 
their best equipment - - 
*hardened” for rough use- to 
the war effort during those 
decades. The Collins line of 
radios were the epitome of durability 
in those early years. Well designed 
and built with only the finest parts, 
they saw service in most all stages of 
all wars since the late 30s. The Collins 
name would become synonymous ~ 
with the very best in communication 
and other equipment and for the 
transmission of some of the most 
important messages in history, _ 
broadcasting the surrender of the 
Japanese at the end of World War II, 
the “Voice of America” on short- 
wave frequencies throughout the Cold 
War years, and “Tranquility Base 
here; the Eagle has landed” in 1969. 
These radios were the result of 
meticulous designing and planning by 

Arthur A. Collins, who at the age of 
~ 15 built and used better stuff than the 
military had at that time. He was able 
to stay in contact with the MacMillan 
Greenland expedition in 1924, who 
were supposed to be in constant 
contact with the Navy station there 
but were unable to do so. In 1933, 
with eight helpers, he began the 
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The Mother - Hallicrafters BC610 


Collins Radio Company and produced 
radios for, among others, Richard 
Byrd’s exploration of the Antarctic 
and the South Pole. He made high- 
performance, neatly-built radios for 


Some Collins gear taken on Byrd’s 
trek to Antarctic and South Pole 


-by Carl Houston, N4tGJM 


hams as ordered, never 
scrimping on quality compo- 
nents. His radios were well 
received and word of mouth 
advertising created a huge 
market for his products. In the 
mid-to-late 1930s he got 
many contracts from the US 
military, and continued to 
supply them until the com- 
pany was acquired by 
Rockwell in 1971. 

Art’s equipment has 
been to the four corners of the 
earth; from the wet jungles of 
Vietnam to the blistering heat 
of the deserts (even as late as 
j | Desert Storm!) and performed 
almost flawlessly. During 
WwW2, the ham community 
became aware of the rugged- 
ness and dependability of 
“heavy metal” radios and 
patiently waited for the time 
that they could get their hands 
on them. One particular 
fee | Hallicrafters transmitter, the 
1 |400-watt BC-610 series A-I 
(weight, 600 pounds or so), 
was highly prized. Everyone 
wanted to be ready to get 
back on the air after war’s 
end, and tried all the tricks to get 
needed equipment. 


“I GOT IT ONE PIECE AT A 
TIME, AND IT DIDN’T COST ME 
A DIME”... So went the Johnny Cash 
song of how he built himself a 
Cadillac from smuggled parts. 

This story, which I really 
shouldn’t be telling, was told to me 
by a now silent key, and has a similar 
refrain: A local ham, now also a SK, 
had access to depot parts for radio 
equipment, and over a period of time, 
somehow, got enough parts to build 
himself a BC-610. He got coils here, 
tubes there, and so on. He was 
incessant in his procurement and 
construction of the rig. Upon comple- 
tion of the transmitter at the end of 
the war, and expecting to be the first 
kid on the block with one, found that 
they had been declared surplus and 
were available to anyone for about ten 
dollars, or free to the reactivated 
MARS program members! The 
market was flooded with them - some 
still new in the crate... 
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In The News - Higher Source Spoof 
‘The suicides of the 39 members of Heaven’s Gate are 
nothing to be laughed at, but the Internet is famous for its 
satire and, sometimes, quick response to current events. The 
site below is one such example, which Newsbytes notes is 
not to be confused with the real thing! World Wide Web: 
http://www. highersource.org 


Science And Fun For Kids 


InQuiry Almanack, from the Franklin Institute, is tar- 
geted at kids in grades one to eight but anyone can enjoy the 
online features. The March issue, still available, spotlights 
simple machines such as the wedge and screw. A basic de- 
scription is included, with a more advanced description avail- 
able, and some links will even take the user to demonstra- 
tions. Puzzles plus questions and answers are also included 
in the site, which is recommended for children. World Wide 
Web: http://www.fi.edu/qanda/qanda.html 


Across America - Florida, California 
Broward County, Florida, is represented online by the 
Weston Area Chamber, at the first address listed. CalTIA is 
the official voice of the California travel industry and its Web 

page will tell you more about them. World Wide Web: 


http://www. westonchamber.com 
http://www.caltia.com 


In The News - White House Peiee 


Guest Database 


A couple of more recent news stories have pushed the 
controversy about the White House Coffees and campaign 
financing off the top of the news but it’s still available for 
your investigation. The Mother Jones service has a search- 
able database by guest, employer, host, date, or where the 
guest lives. World Wide Web:http://www.motherjones.com/ 
news_wire/WHcoffee.html 


PBS Re-launches 


PBS is re-launching its Web site today. Visitors will 
find a much larger site with expanded content for kids, Internet 
and technology fans, science buffs, news. junkies as well as 
teachers, students and lifelong learners of all ages. Kids can 
enjoy a new section that includes all their favorite charac- 
ters. The Interface technology section includes a column from 
PBS host Robert X. Cringely and the day’s events are under 
discussion with NPR and PBS presenter Derek McGinty. 
There’s much more to discover so take a look at the new site! 
World Wide Web: http://www. pbs.org 


A Maze Of Government Shorthand 
This is a very simple, single page listing of hundreds 
of US government acronyms and abbreviations in common 


use. By and large, they include abbreviated names of depart- 
ments, such as GATT, the General Agreement on Tariffs and 


Trade, and IMS, the Institute of Museum Services. Anyone | 
that works with the government, or regularly consults its — 


documents, will find this very useful. World Wide Web: http:/ 
/www.fed.gov/infohwy/gov_acro.html 


Making Chinese Restaurant Names 
As with a lot of the Web pages from some of America’s 
finest universities, this one is sure to become a cult favorite 
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because it’s just plain silly! The basis for the page is a theory 
that names of Chinese restaurants can be algorithmically gen- 
erated from component words. Each time you visit this page 
you'll get a new name. It’s scary how true this theory is! 
World Wide Web: http://campuscgi.princeton.edu/~casey/ 
chinagen 


More Science Than Ever Before 


Britain’s New Scientist magazine re-launches its Web 
site today. The new Planet Science includes six “channels” 
including Biteback, a discussion forum, Site of the Day, the 
Webmaster’s Voice column, Enigma puzzles, an enhanced 
science trivia Q&A archive and over 500 science web sites 
reviews. If you are interested in science in anyway, check 
the new content and New Scientist’s continually updated sci- 
ence news service. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.newscientist.com 


Tips And News For Investors 


The Motley Fool is a comprehensive investment re- 
source for small investors. It has just opened a new section 
which is packed full of various message boards. Topics on 
the boards range from broker comparisons to industry talk 
and stock tips. The remainder of the site includes areas such 
as the “Daily Double,” which profiles a stock that has doubled 
value in the last six months. World Wide Web: http:// 

www.fool.com = - 


You Want Weather? They Got 
Weather! 


CNN’s international weather guide has been expanded 
and now includes four-day forecasts for 3,600 cities around 
the world. While there are many weather pages for the US, I 
haven’t found anything that comes close to this on an inter- 
national scale. Wherever you are in the world, bookmark this 
page for weather! World Wide Web: http://www.cnn.com/ 
WEATHER 


The World's Longest Walk 


You’ll find Arthur Blessitt in the Guinness Book of 
Records. Since 1969 he has carried a four meter (12 feet) 
cross around the world for Jesus. So far he’s visited 263 coun- 
tries in seven continents and racked up 51,125 kilometers 
(31,769 miles) on his feet. Other interesting statistics include 
24 arrests, facing one firing squad, 44 countries at war and. 
more. He has a Web site where you can find out more about 
the walk, its history, images and audio plus his goal - every 
nation on earth by 2000. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.blessitt.com 


For Voyeurs Everywhere 


WebCrawler, the index of Internet Web sites from 
America Online, has launched an interesting new service that 
can keep you transfixed for hours! The Search Ticker is a — 
Java applet that presents a selection of the millions of searches 
run through the system each day. A brief look showed people 
searching for “heaven’s gate,” “Robin Byrd,” “simpsons,” 
“bible,” “92.3 FM” and “No Doubt Phoenix Concert,” so take 
a look and find out what the Web is looking for! World Wide 
Web: http://webcrawler.com/WebCrawler/ 
SearchTicker.html 
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Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces 


150 hours per month! ge@ 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour ) 


Free Personal Home Pages! 


XK 9% qo & Text-Based Dial-In, Ling. °C, * 
py oo” =. SLIP (Graphical) Aya tteg 

se) Kand PPP (Graphical) * %, 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! 


9, * Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
i’ = shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 

Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 

For more information, or to sign up, please call: 

In Brevard 6 3 p, 8 § 8 Toll-free statewide: 

pie - 1-800-676-2599 
NW EE \ 

POWER SURE THE INTERACT ON 


Florida Online. 


May 1997+ SKIP 


Hernando Chapter #148 - by Eunice Gordon, WIUKR 

The February meeting was held on the 18th with 30 mem- 
bers and guests present. 

We voted to send our annual contribution of $100:to the 
Scholarship Fund. The following was received from Headquarters 
“Thank you for the $100.00 donation for the Memorial Scholar- 

‘ship Fund from Chapter #148. It has been deposited to that fund 
and is very much appreciated.” 
Ed, W1OOR was presented with his 50-year certificate and 
-Bob WIKUL received his 60 year certificate. Ed, W2RPZ is also 
receiving his 50-year certificate with this newsletter since he moved 
to Knoxville TN but kept his membership with this chapter. 
Door prizes were won by Bee, W8LE, Miriam, N8HRT and 
Theresa, XYL of WA4OMxX. A clean sweep for the YLs. 
A list of Chapter members e-mail addresses is started and a 
- copy is enclosed with this newsletter to those now on it. If you 
would like to be added, pass name, call and e-mail address to Bob 
Gordon. ; 

Anniversaries for March are Bob WIKUL and Eunie 
WI1UKR, Russ W8AAL and Miriam N8HRT, and Chad W3IKO 
and Judy N3NVL. 


Birthdays for March are Tudy W3MSK, Mildred XYL of 
George K4EEP, Wes W4COW, Rose SYL of Chuck N9CF, Bob 
WISJN, Angie WB4JJH and Bev WB4MOY. 

Gator Chapter #32 - by Bart Bridge, W2ZYG 

‘The meeting was attended by 44 members and guests. Visi- 
tors this month were Walt Supina N3WS, XYL Aura Lee N3EPB, 
Ed Fedor WA20AO, Betty & Bud Keller K2HH and Howard Beard 
WA2FLX. We were all happy to see Enis and Doc Appleton K4RR 
at their first meeting since arriving from Hendersonville NC. We 
were surprised when Doc announced that they had sold their home 
here and were moving back to Hendersonville. Doc said it was too 
difficult to keep two homes. Another surprise when we learned 
' that Anna. Marie and Harry Clare WB2TAL had also sold their 
‘Condo in Tarpon Springs and were moving back to their home in 
Utica NY. We will miss the Appletons and the Clares and hope to 
keep in contact on the ham bands. 


A letter was received from Janice Lentz saying they were 
all moved and settled in Asheville NC. She said that the local 
QCWA Chapter meets on a week day and she can’t attend the meet- 
ings because of work schedules. She went on to say she misses us 
‘all anid’sends her 73 & 88s. 


Birthdays this month are: Wes Randles W4COW, Freed 
Leedham W1WOX, Doc. Appleton K4RR, Frank Obenauf W2IAJ, 
Grace Bice wife of Don K4PCO, Collie Smith Wife of Len K4BDP, 
Bob Lentz husband of Janice K4IJK and Pierrette Marshall Wife 
_ of Walter WIRMR. : Anniversaries this month are: Sylvia and Art 
Kunst W3 WM, Grace and George Seibert K4K VD, Ruth and Art 
Monsees W4BK and Effie and Fred Frick W4BN. 

The program this month was a demonstration of old radio 
equipment from the collection of our own John Smith W4ACG. 
John led off by showing us a crystal receiver constructed on a 
QUAKER OATS box. The glass bell jar keep itchy fingers from 
trying to adjust the cats.whisker’ John said that one time the 
QUAKER Company sold an OAT box with the wine coil already 
wound on it.(I never knew that) Next, Wes Randles W4COW fired 
up a genuine rotary spark gap transmitter. The demonstration lasted 
long enough for us to relish the smell of ozone as the sparks danced. 
Old timer Harold Johnson K4GVB inspected the transmitter and 
said it reminded him of his early days in ham radio. 


The program for the April meeting will be AWARDS day. 
Nine of our members will receive a Certificate showing that they 
‘have been selected as amember of THE QCWA CENTURY CLUB. 
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This Certificate is given to members who by adding their years of 
QCWA membership to their age equal 100 or more. Nine of our | 
membership will receive an Award showing their years of service 
as a Licensed Radio Amateur starting with 50 years. We have three 
with 70 years! Photos will be taken and an article will be submitted 
for the Journal. 


Our President Frank Obenauf W2IAJ editsa QCWA NEWS 
column for Florida Skip Magazine. (For the uninformed, this maga- 
zine is published in Melbourne FL by Gerry Wentz KC4EHT and 
specializes in information of interest to the Florida Hams). It is - 
published monthly and subscription rates are $12.00 a year, $23.00 
two years and $34.00 for three years.. If you subscribe or renew 
your subscription through the Secretary, the Chapter will receive a 
rebate. Order blanks will be available at the meeting. — 


The FCC has stopped sending out renewal notices. If you 
are amember of ARRL they will send you a 610 form prior to your 
license expiration date. If you are not an ARRL member and need 
a 610 form contact the Secretary. 

Gator Chapter Net meets on the K9BSL repeater Saturday _ 
mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 down 600 KHz 
All are welcome. The Chapter meeting is held the first Saturday of 
every month at Stacey’s Buffet 1451 Missouri Avenue in the Mid- © 
way Shopping Plaza, Clearwater. Lunch starts at 11:00 with the 
meeting at noon. See you there? 


The QCWA Journal is available on audio tapes for the sight 
impaired. This program is administered by Blanche Randles 
W4GXzZ. If you know of a member who would like to receive this 
service, contact Blanche @ 813-870-0867. 

Pelican Chapter #128 - by J. Frederick Strom, K9BSL 

The March meeting of the Pelican Chapter #128 was held at 
the regular meeting place, at Stacey’s Buffet at the Tyrone Gar- 
dens Shopping Center, located at 10th Avenue North, and 58th St. 
in St. Petersburg. There were 28 members and Guests present and 
among the guest were N3WS Watt and XYL N3EPB Auralee, 
WAOFRP, Dr. Marshall Ellis & XYL Carman, Of note, Doe Ellis 
also submitted his applications for membership to Nafional and for 
the Pelican Chapter. Last month’s new member, Frank W8GL was 
also present , 

After the meal, the K9BSL presented the program for the 
day - Ms Caroline Kromback of the Princess Martha Retirement 
Hotel. Ms. Kromback, a native of St. Petersburg presented a his- 


tory of the old hotel. The Princess Martha is currently a congre- ~ 
Continued on page 23 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? — 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave, Dept S 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
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Southeast Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) 

Southeast Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) held two ses- 
sions for each of the thirty one days of March. The later 
session, held toward the end of the evening drivetime, took 
1068 check ins, and handled 267 messages in 1744 minutes 
of on the air time. The early session, held at a time when 
fewer cm participate, held its own with 405 check ins, and 
63 messages in 395 minutes. March was the hundred and 


fourteenth month in a row with mote than a thousand sta-_ 


tions participating in the evening session. Norm, K4RBR 
was the thousandth checkin this month. Norm is an active 
traffic handier, who can be heard regularly on HF and VHF 
nets. As she normally does, Laura, WA9VND prepared a 
certificate for Norm, that was @ by the Net Manager and 
that evening’s Net Control Station. 

Seven stations made the Honor Roll for perfect atten- 
dance on the evening net: W4/PZ1BK, KD4GR, KD4HGU, 
KE4IFB, KE4IFD, KC4NK and KC4ZHF. 

- Congratulations to Bruce, WB4YUC, and Kai, KE4PT, 
who are mentioned in the April QST in connection with their 
work facilitating contact between middle school children and 
astronauts aboard the Mir space station. Bruce’s picture is 
on page 72. 

Many of the net members check into the Broward 
County Emergency Preparedness Net, which meets each 
Monday at 7:00 PM local time on the 146.91 Broward Ama- 
teur Radio Club repeater. On March 24th the net was inter- 
rupted to request volunteers for a lost child search. Under the 
direction of Broward’s brand new EC, Harold KT4XK, ama- 
teurs joined police officers at the search command post. 


These searches often have a joyless ending, but after a little - 


more than an hour, seven year old Tonya Williams was found 
to be alive and well in the custody ofa relative. 

Every Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM local time, one of 
the SEFTN members presents “Traffic Tips.” This is a pro- 
gram intended to present the procedures of National Traffic 
System message handling to those new to the hobby, and to 
refresh the memories of those of us who have been around 


for a while. March topics included Tips on the PSHR report~ 


(KD4GR), punctuation in NTS messages (WB4PAM), the 
duties of stations assigned as liaisons between nets (KD4GR), 
and the ARRL station appointments open to traffic handlers 
(KD4GR). In order to be responsive to the needs of the net 
members, we are always looking for suggestions for topics 
for future sessions of Traffic Tips. 

SEFTN meets daily at 1130 and 1800 local time on 
146.19/79 MHz, the Motorola Amateur Radio Club repeater. 
The alternate frequency is 146.31/91, the Broward Amateur 
Radio Club repeater. Both sessions send reps to the Section 
level NTS nets. New members are always welcome, 
so please join us. No experience in traffic handling is neces- 
sary, but if you check in often enough you just might learn 
something. 73, Charles, WB4PAM 
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Southwest Florida Traffic Net (SWFTN) 


Hi guys and gals. Well, now we gotta get movin. It 
looks like starting right now that our ranks will get smaller 


as the days go on. More and more checkins are saying 
goodbye and will be seeing us in the fail. So our checkins 
will start to dwindle daily. Don’t be discouraged by this 
because this is the normal run of events this time of year. 
We must now concentrate on trying to get those who stay 
here all year around to start checking into the net once in a 
while. So when ever you talk to someone on the air or in 
person, invite them to check into the net. Remind them that 
it is really their civic duty to do so once in a while. 

We had a pretty good March. A little over 400 checked 
in and we did have a lot of Easter traffic. I’m getting a lot of 
replies from it now. Too bad some of the traffic never got to 
it’s destination. However this is not our fault. We can only 
put it on the system. The people at the destination end have 
to complete their job otherwise the whole idea is for nothing. 
Just keep trying. Mothers day is just about six weeks away, 
and this usually generates a lot of traffic. Let$ hope this year 
is no different. 

It is good to hear Paul, K40VC back on as net control 
again. Looks like he and Elsie are home for good now. It is 
nice to have them back. . 

So thanks everyone for all the work. II d like to give 
everyone a raise in pay but the budget can’t afford it so maybe 
we can dream up some titles for everyone. 73/88 Earl, 
K4FQU, NET MANAGER 


QFNS Traffic Net 

QFNS, the all Florida Slow Speed C.W. Traffic/Train- 
ing Net had 31 sessions in March with a notable increase in 
statistics over past months. QNI 189 QTC 100 QND 906. 
While the band conditions have not improved significantly, 
it has improved. Many thanks to the stations that have con- 
tributed even thru the rough days. A special thanks the the 
Net Control stations for their persistence. 

Welcome back to Chas, KD40GV, after a short absence 
for medical reasons. 

Its good to hear Bob, AE4 WC, back on the air after an 
absence. 

QENS is held daily at 8 p.m. local time in the Novice 
portion of the 80 mtr band, 3.715. All properly licensed sta- 
tions are welcome. Join us and learn C.W. Traffic Handling, 
or join us and give us the advantage of your experience. 73/ 
88 Bob, KC4ZHF 


Gator Net 

With the loss of Bill, WT4F (moved out of state), Mae 
and Al (health problems), George, K4JI (injury) and Dan, 
W4DL (operation), The usual efficiency of the Gator Net 
was severely restricted. 

Although the net lost the Sun and Fun traffic (for some 
reason), we expect to recover. Chris N4EKC is staying home, 
Lloyd, N4FL and Andy, W4IYT are regular QNI. Charlie, 
WA4EYU stops jogging long enough to check in. - from Dan, 
W4DL 


Knights Welcome New Member K8QYT 


The Knights of the Kilo- 
_ «cycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christ- 
mas Day, 1929, and is now 
celebrating it’s 67th year. The 
Knights meet every Sunday 


cycles. Since 1929 there have 
. been 545 permanent member- 
ships sens to amateur operators. The Knights always 
welcomes new members. A membership certificate is earned 
after five consecutive weekly check-ins to the net. And here 
goes the Knightly News: 
The Knights initiated member number 545 into mem- 
bership in April. Jim, K8QYT of Englewood made the re- 


quired five consecutive checkins to the Sunday net and was — 


initiated into membership by Master Oscillator Bob, W4KOG. 
We all welcome you aboard Jim. Jim heard about the Knights 
after reading this column in the Florida Skip. 


Bob W4KOG of North Palm Beach, has in the past few 
months taken over the Master Oscillator duties as well as 
continuing to make the ham fest announcements and is look- 
ing for a volunteer to handle the ham fest announcements in 
the future. Bob has been reporting on the fest schedule each 
week for many years and now seeks someone to handle that 
duty for him. 

Ernie, KA8BTQ celebrated his 80th birthday and had 
several members including Marion and Doug and Stan 
W4JKK, join him on 3920 Sunday April 13 to wish him happy 
birthday. Ernie is a long time member of the Knights and 
joins with Marion and Doug and other members at 10 a.m. 
on 3920 each Sunday for a little get together. 


I had to reset my ears recently when I was taking quick 
notes during the net and heard what I thought Marion 
KC4MFT had reported. With the combination of arising late 
and the recent change to daylight savings time, my ears were 
a bit confused thought I heard Marion report that Doug, 
N4SLS had just gotten a haircut and some Amor All had 
been applied to Doug. . 

What I missed was the word “mini van.” in Marion’s 
report. Marion had said that Doug got a haircut and Amor 
All’d the mini van. I don’t suppose Doug would have looked 
as nice as the van, but might look very interesting with a nice 
shiny head. Marion’and husband Doug, have been long time 
members of the net and the regular recipients of my ribbings.' 

And speaking of Doug, he’s got that garden going 
strong again this year and even has some grapes growing. 

Andy, W4IYT, of Miami Springs almost made it to the 
top of the roster last month. Andy had made a promise to 
himself after dozens of years on the net to finally get to the 
top of the roll call. It seems he’s never been at the top even 
though he’s been on the net for decades. One needs to make 
consecutive checkins more times than all other members to 
work their way to the beginning of the roll call list. Andy 
made it to number two on the list and then missed a week! So 
now he’s starting again for that roll call honor. 
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morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo-. 


Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian will be visiting his son in 
Reno again. He’s also trying to catch that fish in his back- 
yard lake. Seems, he’s now been given a plastic minnow lure 


by a neighbor that’s “guaranteed” to do the Oe We await 
the fishing report. 


Dorothy, N4TXT of Springhill will ee visiting again 
with her 99-year old mother in Michigan and Roger, W9ZSW 
will be returning to Indiana for the summer. 


It was good to hear Alan, KJON after an absence of six 
months from the net. Alan gives the ep rieaen report to 
the net. 


-W8DGU spent some time recuperating after a verte- 
brae fracture and should be home by now. 


For those who have computers and internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne. I have music on most of the pages and even morse ~ 
code playing in the background on the ham pages. The ama- 
teur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida ham © 
info, listings of area hams in three counties, online callbooks, 
and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as well as two 
QCWA chapter newsletter briefs. Also check out the ham 
radio web links I’ve mentioned in writing articles for 
Cyberham magazine and the online yellow pages and white — 
phonebook pages. 

The Knights encourage new check-ins ag Sunday — 
morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sun- 
day at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s 
been happening in your town. We welcome all hams from’ 
anyone that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen and call 


in Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday morning. 


How to find a lost train i. 
-by Clark J. Evans, WA4DLL 
In the winter of 1947, northern Illinois had an ice storm 
and then a snow storm with 6 foot drifts. The ice storm 
brought down all the power and railroad telegraph lines, so 
the Illinois Central Railroad had no way of communicating 
and finding out where their trains were. In this disaster, Wes 


_ Mariner (W9AND) asked the Illinois Central ifhe could help - 


as an amateur radio operator. “Yes,” replied the Illinois Cen- 
tral representative. “Can you find a missing train for us?” So 
Wes got together with 12 other hams in the area and they | 
found the lost train. The hams continued to provide commu- 
nication for the Illinois Central Railroad from January 1 to 5, 
1947, until the railroad got its telegraph lines back up. What 
is unbelievable is years before, Wes had put up a Ham an-. 
tenna and attached one end to a railroad water tower for steam 
engines, which was behind his home. The local manager — 
told Wes that he had to take the antenna down. Wes asked 
him to talk to the area railroad superintendent in hopes that 


_ he would let it stay. When the station manager asked the 


superintendent about the antenna, the superintendent replied, 
“Let the Ham keep his antenna on our water tower. We may 
need his communication abilities some day.” Wes and each - 
of his 12 ham friends got medals from the Illinois Central 
Railroad, and a big dinner was given in their honor. Wes 


also received several letters of commendation. So, as the [Ili- _ 


nois Central Railroad found out in 1947, Ham radio opera- 
tors are there when you need them 
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INTERNATIONAL UVES aw 
RADIO in hee GB 
SYSTEMS, INC. Ege 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED Ee. & SERVICES 


KENWOOD, * icom - Kaa 


Sidon e MARINE ¢ SATELLITE e CELLULAR 


e SONY SECURITY 

e VOCOM 

e ECHO STAR 
/KLM oMA 


o SITEX 
o MOTOROLA 
ee SHAKESPHERE « 
e ® 
o MVE VIKING 


THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION STORE = nS 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL ¢ EXPORT _ 


MG GH nrernarionar HABLAMOS ESPANOL 
RADIO fie Ger eNrnorsbr america 
SYSTEMS, INC. Y EL CARIBE 


5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


HH s|_| |(305) 594-4313 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 FAX: (305) 477-4449 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway 

P.O. Box 2806 FS 
Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 

(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
o> <> } * All Home Electronics 


es * Antiques 


* Affordable Repair 


1306 Lakeview Rd. If j | 
it worked once..... 

Lake Wales, Fl: 33853 It ie k ane 

(813)676-2375 can WOrk again - 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
| Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


“2% ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


_ Electronic Components 


Computer Supplies 


2854 Sarno Road 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


(407) 253-3371 


164 West First Ave. ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2042 
Piersen, FL 32180 FAX 904-749-3147 
£00-785-6266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE” 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: '305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, IN 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the ah 


OUR 16TH YEAR 


IRC] SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios, 
2. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 
3. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 
4. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
5. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 


6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOSII §=—_[407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


a unit of the ate 
Florida Shrine Association 


for infermation contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ, [ph..(407)679-4244) 
3311 Ellwood Ct. Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW, [ph. (941)472-5130) or 
Hank Wells, W1TNE, [ph. (407)727-1371) or 
Join us on the Shrine Net which 
meets each Sunday @ 8:30AM on 3935 KHz 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association | 
Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 
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NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 
a a 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W41YT 
P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes 


REPAIRED 


Nagi 


Conrad Kibler 
10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 


U-LIFT 
By JB 
6708 CR 651 
Bushnell, FL 33513 
352-793-4690 
WB4MOX WB4MOY 
JOHN BEV. 


DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, 
IT’S SO EASY. 


May 1997+ SKIP 


C.G.A. ENTERPRISES 


DEALER FOR: r r aaa : 
ALUMA TOWER a 
USED 
ANTENNAS, ROTORS, COAX, CONNECTORS, RADIOS, 
POWER SUPPLYS, AMPLIFIERS, BATTERIES. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 


TOLL FREE: 888-510-7373 
PHONE: 813-862-3325 FAX: 813-862-4767 
E-MAIL: cpa@‘mail.citicom.com 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Aut MAKEs © 
& Specialized Design Engineering(Constrection 
% Also Marine Eleceronies 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
(904) 764-0042 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


GO TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES* AIR* HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 
EVES 


Affordable Printer Accessories 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32837 


(407) 855-3372 
(407) 826-4154 


Roger Radio 
Communication Electronics 


-Radio Repair and Restorations 
~Alignments and Modifications 
-All Makes: HF, VHF, Amps, Power Supplies 
-Installations . 


Preserving the charm of Amateur Radio 


Roger W. Warrick a 2 
<— 


KK4KM 


Kenwood Specialist 


954-961-2363 
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SFL BBS Totals - Mar., 1997 Top Twenty Trafficers - Mar., 1997 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL — | by AA4HT and WX4H 
BBS NTS PERS BUL . TOT MSGS Station _ Total Station 
KOZXF -NO REPORT- WX4H 2043 NR2F 
K4VuJI -NO REPORT- W3CUL 1271 W7AMM 
mi ARR A TAL W3VR —-1056. «13s AA4HT 
KB4WUA aes WA9VND 998 KC4ZHF 
249 KE4DNO_ 837 WA4NDA 
174 K4SCL 646 WC4D 
ho cheek, K4FQU 635 '  KB4WBY 
216 520 3434 4170 KA2YZM 517 W4DL 
AB4XK 462 AA4BN 
KA4FZI 453 WA4PUP 


OmPANA AM HWY — 


0 77 4598 4675 
-NO REPORT- 
12 1492 7183 8687 
1 221 3907 4129 
-NO REPORT- 
705 4114 4823 : 
137 6353 13485 19975 (GATEWAY) Silent Keys © 
52 2997 3053 
632 3781 4415 
3032. 7375 10519 (GATEWAY) 
354 5913 6276 
129 7663 7799 
167 4627 4797 
1634 6783 8637 
102 2680 2784 
373 4620 4999 
51 200 4713 4964 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- — (PACKET/INTERNET GATEWAY) 
—NTS TOTAL: 833 


If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities 
work with all types of bbs software, except TCP/IP (NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS activity for the 
previous month. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 

Florida. E-MAIL: kb4vol@gate.net 


PRIMI HK RIKI HHH IK TOK TK IK IT TIKI THK KK KICK HRI KK KEKE KK IKK KEE KE KKK KK KK KKK KE KK Ok 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! 
LOTS OF HAM INFO AND THE MONTHLY LISTS! 
http://pages. prodigy.com/kb4vol 


We WH He He He ee HH KH HHH He HHH HHH HIT FHF I TE HICH HICH HIT KOR TI HIM IKK I IK ICI INIA KIA EHH EK 


es 
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We regret to report the passing of the following Ama 
eur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys in 
your area. 


W1HDQ - Edward P. Tilton, Clearwater 
WAIZNH - Arthur H. Bogus, Deerfield Beach 
W2YF - Owen L. Sieger, Sarasota |. 
K4AKL - David M. Gautier Jr, Pensacola 

K4AR - Wesley L. Eddy, Orlando 

WA4AYP - E.L. Phifer, Melbourne 

W4MITF - Richard R. Gagnon, Fernandina Beach 
W4RUE - Lewis M. Ewing, Ormond Beach 
N4ZEP - Louis J. Bruni, Valrico 

K4ZK - William R. Jochimsen, Jensen Bean 
OA4OS - Natan Sterental, Miami 


FLORIDA and GEORGIA Computer Shows 
May/June 1997 

May 3-4 Miami, FL Dade County Fairgrounds 
May 10-11 West Palm Beach, FL South Florida Fairgrounds 
May 17-18 Orlando, FL Central Florida Fairgrounds 
May 17-18 Norcross, GA No. Atlanta Trade Center 
May 24-25 Tampa, FL Florida State Fairgrounds — 
May 26 Clearwater, FL Harborview Center 
May 31/Jun | Tallahasee, FL N. Florida Faigrounds 
June 7-8 Jacksonville, FL Morocco Shrine Auditor. 
June 14-15 Orlando, FL Central Florida Fairgrounds 
June21 ~ Norcross, GA N. Atlanta Trade Ctr. 
June 22 Marietta, GA Cobb Co. Civic Ctr. 
June 21-22 Ft. Lauderdale, FL War Memorial Auditor. 
June 28-29 W. Palm Beach, FL S. Florida Fairgrounds 


Info: Marketpro (301) 984-0880 


-** 
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QCWA continued from page 18 


gate living facility with a wide range of activities for its residents. 
Ms. Krombeck had a lot of interesting stories about the hotel, from 
its early days when known as the Mason Hotel, to the years when it 
was winter home to many famous baseball players, including Babe 
Ruth. 


Don urged all Pelicans to please take advantage of the 50/ 
50, Florida Skip renewal, and other fund raising efforts of the Chap- 
ter. Don mentioned that all these things help hold down the cost of 
dues, because dues alone don’t pay the cost of 10 newsletters at 
are sent out 
Dr. Ellis WAOFRP was approved and became a member of 
the Chapter. 
Everyone was reminded that the Pelican Net meets on 
145.29 repeater at 10:00 Local time. Also the HHH net meets on 
Monday, Me a and Brides at 16:00 for fellowship and relax- 
ation. 


National Directors, VE3CT, Croft Taylor and K8LBZ, John 
Edel discussed items that will be discussed at the Board Meeting to. 
be held on April 8th at Eugene Oregon. Notably that there sill be 
more discussion regarding associate memberships. Speculation has 
it that an associate member will not be allowed a vote, will receive 
the Journal, and if purchases a Pin it will be of a Silver color rather 
than Gold. The session at Eugene will be a one day affair, thus 
cutting the cost of the meetings for hotel and meals, thus. a savings 
to QCWA. Directors also urged all who desire the new QCWA 
Directory, to get their order into headquarters ASAP, because after 
1 May there will be a cost for the directories. Recorded tapes for 
the blind was discussed by Blanche Randles W4GXZ, she urged 
that if a Pelican Member knows of a sight impaired QCWA Person 


to be sure and send her their name so as they will receive the Jour- - 


nal on Tape. 
Sun Center Center Chapter #195 - by Lorraine 
Witkowski, WA1LEDR 
_ The meeting of the Sun City Center Chapter, #195 of 
QCWA was held at Maggie’s Restaurant, on March 13, 1997. There 
were 26 hams and 5 guests who attended. 


Four new members joined the Chapter and were welcomed: 


Irwin Greenberg, WA2WVJ, of Sun City Center John Manning, 
KN4AO, of Sun City Center Marvin Verqon, W8ARA, of Sun City 
Center Llewellyn re) Merrill WB9FBI, Of SCC and Cedarburg, 
WI 

A letter was read from Eugene Sikes, KS4SD, resigning 
from the Chapter, because he is not strong enough to attend any of 
the meetings. 

Dale WA80GO, and Rita McClain, sent a note to thank all 
who sent get well cards and letters to them. 

A moment of silence was observed for Svend Gormsen, 
W4SZ, who became a silent key on February 4, 1997. John 
MeNassor read a short biographical sketch of Svend by Charles 
Mathias, W8KGD. The membership voted to send a donation to 
the Scholarship Fund in memory of W4SZ. 

George Guler, WOOIR was awarded the QCWA 50 year 
Anniversary Award, and Charles Russel, K2BJA was awarded the 
QCWA 60 year Anniversary Award, by John McNassor, WIGVT, 
Vice President. ; 

John Bowker, WA2WEN. John presented a very interest- 
ing program entitled ‘AM Radio, Past, Present and Future. 

The next meeting will be on September 11, 1997 at 11:30 
AM, at Maqqie’s Restaurant. ; 
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Pinellas County ARES News 


On Saturday March 29th, 1997, Neil Lauritsen, KA3DBK, 


. the ARRL (American Radio Relay League) appointed Emergency 


Coordinator for Pinellas County Amateur Radio Emergency ser- 
vices (ARES), presented the Highland Lakes Amateur Radio Emer- 
gency Services group (HARES) a brand new Yaesu Fr-5100 VHF/ 
UHF Dual-Band transceiver. The permanent loan of this radio was 
made possible by a donation to ARES by the Clearwater Kiwanis. 

This donation to Pinellas ARES was made to the them by 
the Kiwanis to help ARES provide the amateur radio equipment 
necessary to set up a ham station in the Carwise Middle School. 
The presentation was made at Coachman Park in Clearwater fol- 


. lowing the annual Easter Classic Run sponsored by the Clearwater _ 


Kiwanis. On hand for the presentation were Doug Williams, 
WB2LEZ, chairman of the Kiwanis Commununity Service Com- 
mittee, who had made the donation to ARES on behalf of the 
Kiwanis, Al Hilin, KF4DMJ, ARES Special Events Coordinator, 
Neil Lauritsen, KA3DBK, who made the presentation, John Cap, 
Jr. N4XAL, President of HARES, and Jim Massey, N3OHM, vice- 
president of HARES and Will Holcomb, KC4YTP, the ARRL ap- 
pointed Public Information Officer for Pinellas Co.. The presenta- 


~ tion followed the Easter Classic Run affectionately known as the 


“Bunny Run” where the amateur radio operators also known as 
“hams” provided the radio communications services for the Kiwanis 
during the races. The radio will be used by the HARES group to 


provide communication as a key link in the Pinellas ARES com- 


munications plan during Red Cross shelter operations at the Carwise 
Middle School in Palm Harbor and so that members of this unique 
group who live in a mostly deed restricted (read that as no Ham 
antennas) community adjacent to the school can provide the Zone 
One Net Control Station also part of the ARES communications 
plan. Pinellas ARES has been working with the HARES group for 
several years now trying to get the necessary radio equipment, an- 
tennas, etc. installed into the middle school. The new radio will 
allow radio communications on two different amateur radio bands 
before, during and after emergency situations such as hurricanes 
which either come close to or strike the Tampa Bay Area and would 
require the Red Cross to open shelters with Carwise Middle School 
housing up to 2000 evacuees from the nearby community. 

The Pinellas County ARES group is a nonprofit service or- 
ganization which during times of man-made or natural disasters 
provides primary or backup communications for the American Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army, the Civil Air patrol, the U.S. Coast 
Guard, Bird Sanctuary groups, the National Weather Service as 
part of the SKYWARN severe weather alerting program and to 
many other groups who sponsor “Special Events,” the Runs, Walks 
etc. such as The American Heart Association Heart Walks, the 
March of Dimes Walk-a-Thons and for others such as the Kiwanis 
Easter Classic Run. All of the equipment used to support these 
organizations during times of disaster and for the “Special Events” 
is the personal equipment of those “Hams” who are participating. 
Donations are used to equip Mobile Communication Vehicles, the 
radio repeater systems built and maintained by the ARES members 
to enhance and increase the distance they can communicate espe- 
cially during times of disaster and as in this case, to assist the abil- 
ity of smaller supporting organizations to provide key communica- 
tions links is part of the overall ARES disaster communications 
plan. 

Persons wishing to make a donation can do so by making 
their donation to PCARES, INC. The address can be obtained by 
calling the “Ham Radio Hot Line” at 531-8135. Persons interested 
in becoming a licensed amateur radio operator can also call this 
number. 


- William Holcomb, KC4YTP ARRL PIO 
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Upcoming Shows in Florida - Apr, 1997 


Lake ARA (Eustis) — 


ke Nov 1 Sorrento 
Compiled by East Lake C of CBidg : 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) > 
Talk-in on 147.255 . 
INFO: Chuck, KE4EXM_ (352) 669-2075 
Nov 8 Port StLucie St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
(NEW LOCATION!) Prima Vista Blvd. 
| Talk-in on 146.955 
are LOCATION NOTES INFO: Frank, N4FBX — (561) 336-3069 
June 14 Ft. McCoy At Ft. McCoy Community Ctr. Nove ca ueene rox Cee ek 
Off S.R. 316 (Marion County) Harrison St west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.940 Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 — 
Sept 13/14 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium Nov 22/23. Tampa Florida expo. Park 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 648 US 301 
Talk-in on 146.850 Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM (407) 773-9658 Piube Ch tipaclug dines oe Oy aah 
Sept 21 New Port Richey Pasco County Hamfest Dec 6 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
(Sunday only) _—‘Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 on US 441 1-5 miinenth of SR 70° le 
INFO: Ron, N9EE —_— (813) 376-6575: Talk-in on 147.195 
Oct 11 Tampa Egypt Temple ARA INFO: Al, AD4RZ (941) 467-0516 
4050 Dania Shores Drive Dec 6 Ocala Booster Stadium 
Talk-in on 146.940 N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
INFO: Jay, K9BSL_ (813) 822-9107 Talk-in on 146.970 
Oct 18 Starke Bradford County Fairgrounds INFO: Mario, NATSV (352) 245-9514 
U.S. 301 just east of SR 100 Dec 13 Lake City FL Sports Hall of Fame 


Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD 


(904) 475-2695 


Oct 18/19 West Palm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 


Fairgrounds 


SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 


Talk-in on 147.165 


INFO: Ken, KD4CTG 
Computer/Hamfest Show 
Dade County Expo Center 
S.W. 112th Ave & Coral Way 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR 


Oct 24/25 Miami 


I-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 
Talk-in on 145.490 


INFO: Colen, WASRKR = (904) 755-7969 


RARER ERE HK RHR KKK RHE KK EKER EERE ERE KE KEEHEKEEEKERE 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! | 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 


(561) 640-9447 


(305) 642-4139 


REAR RREREREREREKK KK 


CALL FOR INFO! 


acket Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 


AAT4RV 


Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 


33455 


E-Mail: kb4vol@gate.net 


yr i 
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(NOTE! This is NOT the Miami Hamboree) 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO PLUS THE 
MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 
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HAM RADIO EXCLUDED FROM CB ENFORCEMENT BILL — 


At the request of the ARRL, Ama- 
teur Radio has been specifically exempted 
from a bill submitted April 17 by US Sen 
Russell Feingold (D-Wisconsin) that would 
give states and municipalities authority to 
enforce the FCC’s CB regulations. 
Feingold’s bill, designated Senate Bill 608, 
originated with efforts by the Beloit, Wis- 
consin, City Council—responding to long- 
standing CB interference complaints—to 
pass an ordinance allowing local authori- 
ties to enforce FCC regulations. The bill is 
aimed at reducing radio frequency interfer- 
ence stemming from the use of unauthorized 
equipment or frequencies by CBers. 

In presenting his bill, Feingold told 
his Senate colleagues that he has received 
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RFI complaints over the. past several years 
from numerous Wisconsin communities “in 
which whole neighborhoods are experienc- 
ing persistent radio frequency interference.” 


If approved by Congress, Feingold’s 
bill would amend the Communications Act 
to allow state or local governments to en- 
force regulations that prohibit the use of CB | 
equipment not authorized by the FCC (such 
as high-power linear amplifiers). As it now 
stands, no license is required to operate on 
the 11-meter Citizens Band, but the FCC 
does have strict requirements on the type 
of equipment that CBers can legally use. 
Feingold’s bill would preserve the federal 
preemption of all other telecommunications 
matters. It excludes FCC-licensed services, 


enforcing its own regulations 


including Amateur Radio, from state or 
local oversight. 

Also at the ARRL’s request, the bill — 
calls upon the FCC to provide “technical 
guidance” to states and municipalities in 
detecting and determining violations. Those. 
affected by a state or local enforcement de- 
cision would be able to appeal to the FCC. 
ARRL asked Feingold to add this provision 
as final safeguard for amateurs who might 
be erroneously prosecuted despite the bill’s 
other exemptions for amateurs. Feingold’s 
bill also would not preclude the FCC from 
as they apply 
to CB. nee 

Feingold called his bill “acommon- 
sense solution to a very frustrating and real 
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FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-520/VFO 520S/Speaker SP500/ 
Mike; Kenwood TS530SP/Speaker SP230/Mike MCS0; 
Yaesu FT101/Mike; Yaesu FT221 (2 meter all mode)/Mike 
and more. For details call Larry Wolf, Haines City, FL (941) 
421-6863 or email-kj4uy@digital.net 


FOR SALE - 58 ft. ROHN-25 foldover tower. Cost over ~ 


$700.00. Sell for $300.00 OBO. C. Shetler, KJ4AM. 5702 
SW Ist St. Plantation, FL 33317. Ph: (954) 581-8811 


WANTED - Computer program game diskettes for Com- 


modore 64. Stan Wylyczenko. Ph: (561) 746-4971 

FOR SALE - Rotor HYGAIN CO4S5II, only 1-1/2 years old 
- $150.00 Cushcraft A3S, 3EL Tri-band only 1-1/2 years old 
- $150.00. Hustler 4BTV vertical - $25.00. Clark Evans, 
WA4DLL. 7321 Filbert Lane; Tampa, FL 33637. Ph: (813) 
988-0125 


FOR SALE - ICOM IC-720A HF All band transceiver, gen- 


eral coverage receiver w/ICOM IC-PS15 Power Supply and 
Desk Microphone. Call Jim Joyce, WB4MIY (954) 979-3032 
or Fax 979-9093. Asking $455.00. Will ship - shipping ex- 
tra. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS430S - $450.00. GLA 1000 - 


$225.00. Ameritron RC5-8v coax sw - $100.00. Tri Band 
Beam - $50.00. Amp AT-1200 Tuner - $75.00. You ship. 
W4ZGG. Box 25B; Vero Beach, FL 32961. Ph: (561) 778- 
7584 i 


CUSHCRAFT - HF Beams, never assembled: 40-2CD - 


$325.00. 20-4CD - $325.00. 15-4CD - $150.00. 10-4CD - 
$135.00. Bob. Ph: (951) 294-6967. 


FOR SALE - ICOM 735, P/S, MFJ-941C Tuner, ICOM 2AT. 


BC-35 Quick-Charger, DC-1. 4-Element Quad for 10/15/20 
(24 boom), rotator: Ham IV. First $1000 takes all. Bob, (561) 
272-1324. 
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: O Renewal Address 
[1 Change Information. : 

| P v Ct pode Ty. City 

| O One Year $12.00° By eet 

| O ‘Two Years §23.00° —- State 

| O Three Years $34.00* Bey 

| *Foreign subscriptions add Zipcode 

| $12,.00/year. 
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CLASSIFIED RATES: 10 cents/word - $3.00 
minimum for subscribers. All commercial and 
others, 15 cents/word - $3.50 minimum. Dead- 
line 10th month. Please print legibly. No ads by 
phone. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


ELI'S AMATEUR RADIO - 


ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER 


# ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED @ RADIOS | 
@ ANTENNAS 4 ACCESSORIES 4 BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SE HABLA ESPANOL WE EXPORT 


sirdabyen 1-800-780-0103. i 
(954) (305) 


525-0103 1/2 Block South of Route 84 | 944-3383 


2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 


THE 
MERRY 
MON TE 
OF MAY 
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W/, 


672 Indian River Dr. 
Melbourne. FT. 32934 


ADDRESS CORREC 


